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Introduction 

E very month, Fast Track takes a new journey into the depths of 
Technology, and delivers to you crisp analysis in a compact, 
easy-to-digest manner. This month, we’re donning our scuba- 
diving gear and plunging into the ocean of apps. You probably 
know what Apps are but in case you don’t, they’re rich programs that 
you can install on a mobile device such as a smartphone or tablet. They 
help extend the functionality of your device, ease your life in some way, 
or simply entertain you wherever you may be. They’re all the rage these 
days; every company, brand and entity wants to have one, and as a result 
there are millions of apps across multiple mobile platforms. Before the 
smartphone explosion, you had “feature” phones that had very limited 
scope of use other than what came inside the box. They started supporting 
Java’s mobile runtime, dubbed J2ME. But there were a bunch of issues with 
that - first of all, the Java runtime didn’t have deep access to the hardware 
of the phone, thereby limiting the scope of developers. Then there wasn’t a 
centralized place to find apps that would work with your phone - an app 
store, if you will. You had apps scattered across different websites, making 
app discovery a tedious affair. Even the revolutionary iPhone didn’t have 
a dedicated App Store in its iOS version 1.0; the company initially thought 
that developers would make web-apps using modern internet languages. 
But soon it dawned on them that web-apps couldn’t deliver as good as an 
experience on a mobile screen as a native app would. And the rest, as they 
say, is history. 

Following in Apple’s footsteps (now there’s an often heard phrase), every 
smartphone OS had an App Store’ of its own. Today, one of the measures 
of success for a smartphone OS is the number and variety of apps on its 
platform. 
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Well, enough with the history lessons, let’s get on with this book, shall 
we? Although there are more number of apps out there than you can ever 
hope to try, we believe there are some you should not be without. That’s 
why we’ve created a couple of categories and handpicked what we think are 
the best apps that deserve your attention. We’ve tried to choose apps that 
are compatible with a variety of platforms. Apart from these, there are, of 
course, some apps that are unique and only useful on a particular OS; for 
instance, widgets and launchers on Android. Keeping this in mind, we’ve 
also curated apps for each smartphone platform that are must-haves. Each 
app listing has symbols to indicate platform compatibility. We’ve also put 
an iPad icon whenever the apps in question work well on the iPad. 

To enable easy installation of the apps there are QR codes given for each 
app. Just point your phone to the QR code and it’ll take you either to the 
app store or the app maker’s website for easy installation. Alternatively 
we’ve also given shortlinks. To read QR codes, open up Bing Vision on 
Windows Phone. On other platforms you can download one of the apps 
listed under utilities. 

So pour yourself a large cup of coffee (or tea), sit back and give this Fast 
Track a spin. We hope that you’ll discover apps that will make your life 
better, as they’ve made ours. TJ 
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NEWS AND 
READING 

Reading on small-screened mobile devices 
has never been so pleasing thanks to the 
apps below that make the most of the size 
and touchscreen capabilities 


W hen publications went digital, initially we saw the super- 
imposition of print layout on famous newspaper websites. 
But simply scanning and uploading newspapers wasn’t 
doing true justice to the medium. Thus, true portals were 
born where each news item was independently accessible, shareable and 
able to be commented on. But, with the explosion of tablets like the iPad, 
we’re seeing the rebirth of the design element that print medium used for 
decades. But it’s mixed with the dynamism of the internet. Simply put — 
a newspaper that updates itself as and when news happens. Apps have 
changed the way we consume written content forever. They stitch together 
content from various sources so you don’t have to keep checking individual 
publications for what’s good to read. Some apps use not just algorithms, but 
actual human editors, who curate the content posted on the app — thereby 
giving you the best information in one place. Lastly, the touchscreen reso- 
lutions are so high that you can’t see pixels make reading as delightful an 
experience as reading an actual paper (maybe even better). 
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Flipboard 

OOG 


Flipboard is the premier con- 
tent aggregation app that got 
its claim to fame thanks to 
the app’s fluid and easy navi- 
gation. To read through the 
headlines, or even move to 
the next page, you just have 
to keep “flipping” — that is 
sliding your thumb bottom-up. It pulls content from the best of news sources 
and organizes them according to not just algorithms, but also actual human 
editors who handpick content to show. It also lets you log into your Face- 
book and Twitter, so that your timelines on either social network can also 
be browsed through the same ‘flipping’ method. 

Price: Free 


Link: http://dgit.in/FTFlipBd 



Zite 






Zite is yet another app like 
Flipboard for aggregated 
content. But the difference 
lies in its design (especially 
the iPad version), which is 
uniquely delightful. Also, 
we’ve seen content from a 
wider variety of publica- 
tions, especially smaller blogs, find a place on Zite. Like all social maga- 
zine apps, Zite extracts only the relevant text and images, so you get a 
consistent reading experience. It also has a feedback system where it will 
adapt to the kind of content you like to read, if you tell it what you liked, 
0 ft£0 an d what you didn’t. 

Price: Free 

0kSSj Link: http://dgit.in/FTZite 
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Google Currents 

mm 

Google Currents has a couple of 
differences when compared to 
Flipboard — like when adding 
sources, Currents has a good 
range of Indian publications 
by default. Currents organises 
items as Cards, much like its 
Google Now interface, making 
you glide through information. If you’re just not a fan of the flipping gesture 
in Flipboard, you’ll be pleased to use the right-to-left gesture on Currents 
to go to the next page, much like most eBook reader apps. In Android, 
Currents also supports the background syncing of your subscriptions 
@ Ai \m\ f° r offline reading. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTCurrents 
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Feedly 
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Who doesn’t like to get thier latest dose of 
news all the time? All Digit readers, espe- 
cially, are news junkies. Feedly is an app 
that integrates with your Google Reader RSS 
account and presents content in a relevant 
fashion on a mobile device. Even if you don’t 
use Google Reader, simply typing any web- 
site in the search field that has an RSS feed 
setup will do. You can keep track of your 
favorite sites, Tumblr blogs and even You- 
Tube channels. Again, like all social readers, 
it brings about consistency to the experience 

i g of reading and has a spiffy, touch-friendly interface. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTFeedly 
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There are many a time we see something 
interesting on the net, but can’t view it at 
the moment. Pocket is a very nifty app for 
archiving these for later reading. Be it a page 
on the internet, or a story on Flipboard or 
Zite, you can simply add them to Pocket. It 
also has the ability to download the content 
for offline viewing. For AMOLED screen 
users, there’s a nifty dark-background-white- 
text option, so there’s no bright light in your 
face and battery life is also saved. You can 
also log in with the same account on Pocket 

using any web browser. Also, it has plug-ins for popular browsers such 
as Chrome, Firefox and Safari. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTPocket 
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BuzzFeed 



With all the seriousness in this world, this 
app will surely not be the bearer of bad news 
every few minutes. On the contrary, Buzz- 
Feed is the hotspot for all things viral. So, if 
you’re feeling dull, open the app to see the 
constantly updated videos, links and images 
to unleash the LOL. This site is a portal to 
all the sorts of things your friends post on 
their Facebook walls (and which you end 
up liking). The app maintains the design 
of the website, so regulars at BuzzFeed will 



feel right at home. 

Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTBuzzFeed 
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NEWS AND READING 



iReddit 


o 



Reddit is the most hap- 
pening place on the internet. 
You have everything here, 
right from serious discus- 
sions to hilarious exchanges 
between community mem- 
bers. Sometimes, you also 
have big personalities making an appearance and users get a chance to 
interact with them. Get the official app to get all the user-generated and 
moderated threads on the popular site. You can vote, comment, share and 
save links for later reading. Also, just shake the phone to randomise the 
content. For Android, try Bacon Reader to access Reddit and for Windows 
B Si 0 Phone, give Baconit a spin. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTiReddit 



Amazon Kindle 




Although it sells devices of its own, 
Amazon Kindle is also a free app available 
on all major platforms. Books purchased 
from the online store automatically find 
their way to the app. It syncs what you’re 
reading at the moment, bookmarks, notes 
and highlightings across all other devices 
where you’ve logged in. There’s plenty of 
free content on the Bookstore to consume 


and you can try out the first chapter of a 
paid book before buying it. A built-in dictionary feature helps you with 
word meanings while you’re reading. If Amazon didn’t fancy you much, 


BfiiB * r y Kobo instead. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTKindle 
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Wattpad 




Wattpad is a community-fueled service that 
has over 10 million books and stories to con- 
sume. Its app, which works on phones and 
tablets, allows you to browse through the wide 
array of categories including sci-fi, fantasy, 
mystery, romance and thrillers. It has tied up 
with popular authors who’ll help inspire ama- 
teur writers to create beautiful literature. You 
have the usual eBook reader app options like 
customizing the font and brightness according 
to your reading comfort. The app syncs your 

[i] content if you have it installed on multiple devices. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTWattPad 












Flipkart Flyte 
eBooks 

© 

The Flipkart app 
will let you access 
its ‘Flyte’ eBook 
section. You can 
buy books directly 
through the app and 
sample one before 
purchasing. Then you’ve got the usual eBook features such as syncing 
across multiple devices, text highlighting, note-taking, bookmarking etc. 
An offline dictionary is also thoughtfully built in, so that you can look up 
words even when the device is not connected to the internet. There’s also a 
dark background mode which should be a treat for AMOLED screens and 

0 ^ -rt 0 eas y on ^ ie e F es n ight. 

P r ' ce: E ree 

E Link: http://dgit. in/FTFlyteEbook 
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NEWS AND READING 


Press Reader 

Although all the apps above optimize 
web-based content for handhelds, some 
people may still want to read the good ol’ 
newspaper on their tablets or phonesPress 
Reader brings 2,300 actual newspapers 
from 97 countries onto your device. You 
can either read content as-is, or click the 
headline to get a handheld optimized view, 
which in turn takes you to new content 
discovery. You can buy a single paper or 
sub a full membership for access to all that’s available. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTPressReaderM 
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COMMUNICATION 

From unlimited text messaging to video 
calls that aren’t charged by the minute, 
these apps are integral to the plan of 
achieving communication nirvana 


M any of you reading this may have realized that we’re not 

talking on phones as much as we’re typing on them. That’s 
testament to how communication has evolved due to smart- 
phones and their apps. When texting arrived, for many 
the limiting factor to using that service was the charge incurred per SMS. 
Then mobile internet happened and we got our favorite instant messengers 
like Google Talk on our handheld devices. Today instant messengers like 
WhatsApp are solely responsible for huge losses of what would have been 
SMS revenue for mobile phone operators. And it’s not just about texting 
now — phones have been equipped with front-facing cameras since a long 
time, but it was only when video calls weren’t charged by the minute did they 
become popular. Before the iPhone, typing on touchscreens with a stylus 
used to be a pain, and heavy typists would swear by their BlackBerrys. But 
even the most hardcore of thumb-typers are experiencing just how fast it 
is to type on a virtual QWERTY on a touchscreen, when coupled with the 
magic of amazing word prediction. We may be oceans apart, but with com- 
munication apps, we don’t feel the distance. 
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COMMUNICATION 
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WhatsApp took the good things 
(like always-on, group chats etc.) 
from BBM (BlackBerry Messenger), 
and made them available for every 
platform (including BlackBerry). 
It automatically adds contacts that 
use WhatsApp to your favorites — 
if they’re in your phonebook and 
using WhatsApp, you can start messaging them right away. WhatsApp 
has the widest audience any mobile instant messenger has seen. It’s a 
name that’s become synonymous with instant messaging. Along with 
text, you can share videos, photos, audio clips, locations and contacts with 
other WhatsAppers. 

nSsfliS Price: Free; iPhone ?55 

"£ Link: http://dgit.in/FTWhatsApp 


Hike 
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Hike is much like WhatsApp in functionality, 
but here are a couple of reasons why we think it 
deserves to be on this list. Firstly, it’s an elegantly 
designed cross-platform app. It has a cool fea- 
ture called “Nudge” that gets the attention of 
the receiver by simply tapping on the screen. 

Next, you get to send 100 free text messages per 
month. At the moment, they’re also giving away 
^10 talk- time for signing up and ^20 talk- time 
for every person you’ve successfully invited to 
use Hike. You can message friends who’re on 
Hike and also those who aren’t. Lastly, you’ll be 
0^0 proud to know that this app was developed in our country. 

Price: Free 

0C?ft5 Link \ http://dgit.in/FTHike 
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Irrespective of which device you and the 
receiver are on, you can still have a video 
conversation using Skype. It not only 
works on major smartphone platforms, 
but has apps for Windows and Mac too. 

The app has another reason for settling 
into your app drawer — if you have rela- 
tives living abroad (who doesn’t?!), you can 
buy Skype credit and call them on their 
telephones via the internet for a fraction of 
the cost of an ISD call. For example, calling 
to the US on Skype today roughly costs 

0¥SH one-sixth the cost it would via a mobile phone (~?1 per minute). 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTSkype 
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Avocado 
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Avocado is a two-person app that allows 
you and your better half to have a dedicated 
space to communicate. More than just being 
a private little instant messenger, Avocado 
also allows the creation of lists and calendar 
entries. You can share images in a common 
album, click photos of yourself on your phone 
and assign them as emoticons. If that wasn’t 
enough, you can “hug” the phone to send 
a virtual hug to your beau, or even apply a 
virtual kiss to his or her photo. Last, but not 
least, you can also access all the content on 
■1 Avocado via any web browser. 

(4 Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTAvocado 
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Viber 
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Viber works in the same way as WhatsApp 
but has one additional important feature — 
free voice calling. So instead of paying for talk- 
time by the minute, you can make calls over 
the internet to other Viber users and talk for 
as long as you’d like (especially when you’re 
on Wi-Fi). Viber’s second trump card— other 
than supporting all the popular smartphone 
OSes — is its supports of the not-so-popular 
ones such as Samsung Bada as well. And 
since its functionality is similar to WhatsApp, 
Phonebook contacts are automatically added 
[i] to favorites if they’re using the app. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTViber 
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Although the freely available official Twitter 
client may be satisfying for many, if you’re in 
need of better, this is a terrific app for iOS. The 
clean design and use of great fonts is a treat for 
the eyes. You can start reading the timeline 
where you left off on another device by putting 
a bookmark. It has gestures for performing 
frequent actions faster. It also supports offline 
posting, favoriting and following people. It 
automatically changes to the dark theme at 
night and color-codes tweets in a unified time- 
line. For Android users, give Carbon a spin 
0^0 while Windows Phone users can try Rowi. 
Price: ?165 

Link: dgit.in/FTTwitterrific 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

Mobile devices are no longer just tools 
to communicate with. They’ve turned 
into our virtual jesters, keeping us jolly 
wherever we are 


A pps have widely changed the way we consume media. Instead 
of the dictatorial approach that we’ve been used to (like pro- 
grammed TV channels or broadcast radio), today we have the 
freedom to choose what we want, when we want it. Not just 
that; apps also help us instantaneously figure out what song was being 
played on radio or at a club. They help us recollect the name of a forgotten 
movie on the basis of the actor who played a part in it. Then there’s con- 
venient automation of rudimentary tasks like pulling out lyrics to a song 
as it’s being played. 

Smartphones and tablets are also coming in handy to musicians; whether 
it’s something as simple as tuning their guitars or as their digital parapher- 
nalia in live gigs. If that wasn’t enough, thanks to the internet, no FM radio 
station’s reception in the world is out of range for you. As you can see, so 
many standalone devices have been rendered useless thanks to our mobile 
devices doubling up to do the job with the help of these apps. They’ve 
rendered physical media useless, so there’s no need to go to the local video 
library to pick up a DVD. If your net connection is fast enough, streaming 
a movie in HD quality happens as soon as you press play. 
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TuneWiki 
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Googling the lyrics to a song every single time 
is an unwanted chore. TuneWiki is a multi- 
platform app that gladly does all the dirty 
work for you. The moment you play a song 
on your device, it uses the internet to pull 
out lyrics of that particular song instantly. 
For many of the songs, it also automatically 
highlights the line being sung so you don’t 
have to scroll to find it. Other nifty features 
include on-the-fly translation of songs in 40 
different languages. There’s a song identifi- 
cation tool as well — powered by Gracenote. 
Unlike competing apps such as Shazam or SoundHound, this service can 
be used unlimited number of times. We tried many English and Hindi 
songs and it got them all spot on! 

Price: Free; Windows Phone ?275 
EJinSi Link: http://dgit.in/TTlFWk 




A must-have app if you’re into movies and 
TV shows. Its wonderful database archives 
every person involved in their making. It has 
a strong user-generated ratings system that 
helps you judge what to watch before you 
watch it. Also there to help you make a deci- 
sion is information such as plot summary, syn- 
opsis, critic and user reviews, photographs, 
trivia and news. You can also create your 
‘watchlist’ to keep a track of the shows and 
movies that you want to see. 

P r ' ce: Eree 

Link: http://dgit.in/WFOqtu 
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BookMyShow 
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BookMyShow is the go-to app for 
booking tickets to movies, plays, 
gigs and other events in India. 

It shows you movie listings in 
theatres around you (thanks to 
that GPS chip in your phone), and 
even sorts them in the order of 
the ones you’re closest to. Once 

decided, you can choose your seating right on your handheld and proceed 
to the multiple payment options available. After purchase, it also creates 
a neat little e-ticket with all the necessary details for your disposal once 
0 you’re at the movie hall. 

Price: Free 

0!*S*i Link: http://dgit.in/14P3uXG 
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Saavn is an India-based streaming music app. 
At the moment, it hosts over two million tracks 
for free listening to its users. The interface is 
relatively simple, but the design of the but- 
tons could do with some fine-tuning. But it 
does the job — start searching for songs and 
it will throw up results; click to start play- 
back. You can create your playlist or choose 
from its weekly new charts. If you can’t find 
a song on Saavn, consider ‘Gaana’, a similar 
app that’s available for BlackBerry users too. 
It’s also got a better-looking interface. Both 
have social elements where you can see what your friends are playing 
0 K0 an< ^ s ^ are your playlists, 
j) Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/LsDt9R 
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Indie Shuffle 

If you want to explore the 
independent music scene 
then Indie Shuffle is the 
app to pocket. IPs an ad- 
free platform and has no lis- 
tening limit. There’s music 
from thousands of genres 
including indie rock, hip 
hop, electronic, remixes etc. 
Enthusiasts who keep a check on quality curate the music. It also has 
a smart playlist consisting of new tunes recommended based on your 
0^£0 curren t choices. 

Price: Free 

0 ASS Link: http://dgit.in/14Wcf2a 
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Tab Pro is a guitar tab- 
lature app for smart- 
phones. This app is 
super helpful if you 
want to learn to play 
a song on the guitar. 

It gives you access to 

over 80,000 songs. A virtual fret-board tells you which fingers to hold 
where on the guitar. You can slow down the tempo if it’s too fast for 
you, or even keep looping a portion of a song till you get it right. You 
can also choose different instruments within a song (rhythm, solo or 
acoustic guitar). Once you’re confident that you’ve nailed it, the app allows 
muting of any instrument so that you can jam along with the rest of the 
virtual instruments. 

Price: ?220 

I frTWS Link: http://dgit. in/XSlslk 
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BigFlix 

OO© 


We may not have Netflix or 
Hulu to watch video content 
online, but we do have BigFlix 
— a subscription-based service 
with apps for every major plat- 
form. It currently claims to have 
a library of over 2,000 movies 
to which you’ll get complete 

access. It has Hindi, English and regional movies on offer. If you like 
something while browsing, the app can queue it for later viewing. The 
f [i] movies are in HD quality. 

Price: Free app - subscription-based service 
5 Link: http://dgit.in/l5hhZ7M 
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Tuneln Radio 

m® 





Sometimes we don’t want to be in control 
of the music we want to listen to. At times 
like these, it’s best to turn to good old radio. 
At times though, our phones don’t come 
equipped with a radio app by default. 
Worry not, because there’s an app for that. 
High-end smartphone users, who usually 
don’t have the FM radio feature, can tune 
in too. Tuneln Radio has over 70,000 radio 
stations and millions of podcasts that you 
can tune in to and check out how people 
in other countries are experiencing their 
radio. There’s music, sports, news, talk, 
and comedy streaming from every continent. Even our local 94.3 Radio 
QBill] One 01 R a di° City are available. 

SSpfn Price: Free 

is Link: http://dgit.in/UKcak4 
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ENTERTAINMENT 



Plex 



making 



Plex Media Center is a media manage- 
ment app, whereas Plex Server is a 
media server app for computers. The 
mobile version of these apps lets you 
browse through the catalog of movies, 
TV shows and music stored on your 
computer right from your device and 
play them on your handheld. What- 
ever be the format of the media on your 
PC, Plex converts it on the fly before 
streaming to the phone or tablet, 
it a seamless experience. You can also use the app as a remote 
control for the Plex Media Center. 

Price: ?268 

Link: http://dgit.in/XdjGgl 
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The concept of mixtapes 
may seem like it’s been 
long forgotten because of 
the digitization of music 
but it exists in a new form. 

Upload your combination 
of eight or more genuinely 
purchased songs, and your 

mix can be shared with the rest of the world. There are categories 
according to the mood, genre, occasion or artist. It also has a social ele- 
ment where you can ‘follow’ or ‘like’ other DJs’ compilations. They also 
have a subscription that removes ads for listeners and adds features to 
DJs who contribute their playlists. 


r^i 



Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FT8tracks 
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SoundCloud 



SoundCloud is a popular platform for musi- 
cians and podcasters to share their content 
with the world. You’ll come across a variety 
of artists, big and small, from around the 
world. The app allows listeners to check out 
new content, subscribe to its creators and 
comment on their creations. For creators who 
want to upload something instantaneously, 
it can record on your mobile device directly. 
Other than music, you can also get a dose of 

E S r E comed y and news - 

MS Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTSoundCloud 



jrf t? cj n 


njreta 


■M 




Fff Hhl 


Ewrr 

1U|N 


BhhHnUfri » 


i Lifcd 





FLipkart FLyte MP3 



iTunes may have just arrived in India 
but you’ll need an iOS device to access 
its library. A good alternative is Flip- 
kart’s Flyte MP3, an app for Android and 
Windows Phone, other than iOS too. It 
boasts of over two million tracks, which 
includes many regional music genres 
such as Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Hin- 
dustani, Carnatic, Devotional etc. (other 
than Bollywood and Western). You also 
have Flipkart’s digital wallet facility, so 
that you don’t have to go through tedious 
payment options every time you want to 
buy a song. You can log in to the app with 





your Flipkart username and password. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/TAMOsE 
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FX Guru 

FXGuru is an app that lets you 
create your own hi-tech movies; 
no video editing skills necessary 
They have a bunch of effects 
lasting about 10 seconds that 
add the “sci-fi” to any movie clip, with sounds that add to the drama. The 
app comes with 3 effects built-in — a satellite crashing to the ground, a 
UFO flying in space and an explosive barrel that will “destroy” everything 
in the video. You’ve got virtual decals as markers to help align the effects 
in place, so that your shots look realistic. For iOS, check out Action Movie 
FX freely available for iPhone and iPad. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTFXGuru H 
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TOOLS AND 
UTILITIES 

These are the nifty variety, the functional 
ones, the “Oh-what-would-I-do-without- 
you” type of apps 


W ith millions of apps out there, your smartphone is as nifty 

as Batman’s utility belt, or the fighter aircraft in SwatKats, 
which always an unbelievable number of nifty things 
stored. Ok, maybe an exaggeration there, but there is 
seemingly no limit or boundary to what one can do with his or her phone 
these days. Prior to the age of smartphones, ‘feature’ phones or ‘dumb’ 
phones could not do most of the things modern-day smartphone apps can. 
Smartphones were termed ‘smart’ because they allowed for richer apps 
that could take advantage of each and every part of their hardware. The 
apps mentioned below do just that — you’ve got easier-to-use file managers 
and photo gallery applications. You’ve got apps that control downloads 
progressing on your computer from anywhere in the world, and ones that 
keep your kids from messing up your phone every time you give it to them 
to play games. There are apps that will help you save precious battery 
(which in today’s smartphones almost never seems to be enough), or run 
a bunch of benchmark tests to gauge whether the phone actually is worth 
its printed specifications. 
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tion. Lastly, you can send a 


Prey Anti-Theft 



If your phone doesn’t have theft protection 
built-in, Prey is a neat app that can help retrieve 
your stolen phone back. Prey for Android 
can silently sending an SMS to a predefined 
number on SIM change. You can also set an 
admin password to prevent uninstallation of 
the app. Whereas in iOS, the app takes pic- 
tures using the front-cam and uploads them 
(the same feature for Android is coming in 
future versions). Common features include 
remote activation that makes the phone send 
out location info using GPS and WiFi geoloca- 
message to the phone for the person to see or 




even play a loud alarm. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTPrey 


uTorrent Remote 

©® 

uTorrent is a pretty popular 
BitTorrent client for com- 
puters. With the remote app, 
you can control the activity 
of your file sharing on the 
move. You can check the progress of your downloads, stop or resume 
them. You can even add new downloads remotely. Unfortunately, there 
isn’t an app for iOS, but they have a mobile-friendly website which can 
let iPhone and iPad users have the same functionality as the apps for 
other platforms. You can even create a shortcut on your home screen by 
opening the page in Safari and clicking the “Add to home screen” button 
in the Share menu. 

P r ' ce: E ree 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTuTorrent 
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Clean File Manager 

<s> 

Clean File Manager is a good choice in the endless 
array of file management apps for Android. Its 
trump card is the no -bull interface — cleanly laid 
icons and text and adopts the Holo theme design 
philosophy (for e.g side-swiping UI design to 
navigate forward or backward between folders). 
A menu to the left reveals easy to find shortcuts 
for logical places you’d want to go (like Pictures, 
movies, Camera roll etc). It does basic task man- 
ager duties like renaming, cut/copy/paste, delete. 
You have an ad at the bottom, which you can 
HAf' 0 remove forever if you pay 60 rupees. 
Price: Free 

0 £%E Link: http://dgit. in/FTCleanFM 
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FrueCaller 



TrueCaller is a seemingly dubious, but in-turn 
helpful app. When installed, it archives your 
entire phonebook to its servers. When you 
receive a phone-call from an unknown number, 
it compares the number with their global phone 
directory, and if a match is found, displays the 
name. As more and more people install it, their 
database becomes keeps getting richer. It’s super 
useful when a person who is not in your phone- 
book calls or texts and you have to guess. It can 
be a lifesaver to somebody who receives a lot of 
calls from unknown numbers on a day-to-day 
basis (like a sales representative). If you have privacy concerns be sure to 
0 150 u nlist your number here: www. truecaller. com/unlist/ 

;J Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTTrueCaller 
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Internet companies love to advertise about their 
blazing Internet speeds that they want to sell you. 
Maybe you’re wondering whether you’re actually 
getting what was promised? Or you have a hunch 
that your cable Internet is feeling slow all these 
past few days. Having the SpeedTest app handy 
will give you clarity. Test can take from a minute to 
a few, depending upon your connection. But you’ll 
come to know of the download, upload speeds and 
the latency between you and the server. Finally, it 
also keeps a history of all your tests, separating the ones run on WiFi and 
0 0 on ^ e lp y° u assess h° w Y our Internet has been. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTSpeedTest 



Carbon App Sync and Backup 

True to Google’s cloud-based approach to 
everything, they don’t provide a desktop 
manager for computers to backup your data 
to. But then, there’s no default way of get- 
ting all your apps and data from one phone 
to another. So what happens when you’re 
upgrading or lose your phone? What about 
all your Temple Run achievements? Unfor- 
tunately, most App backup tools on Android 
need rooting the phone. But this app doesn’t 
— you just have to install their desktop client 
and connect the phone one time as a worka- 
round. Plus, it has a simple interface that allows you to choose which 

0E30 a PP s Y ou want to backup. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTCarbon 
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Adobe Acrobat PDF 
Reader 
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Although smartphones today have 
the ability to read PDF files by 
default, they may not have all the 
features of the original app made 
by Adobe. Thus, for people dealing 
with PDFs on a day-to-day basis, 
this is a must install. Other than 

opening PDFs, this app brings features of the desktop version to mobile. 
For example, you can annotate by adding sticky notes or highlight, strike- 
through and underline text. There’s also a freehand drawing tool. The 
app also supports filling out forms within a PDF and you can even sign a 
? J \m\ document using your finger on the touchscreen. 
lA Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTAdobePDF 
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bytNotes 


O 





In our super-busy lives, we can sometimes 
forget something somebody tells us over the 
phone, and then are stumped when they call 
you back to check. bytNotes is a nifty app to 
have for people like us — other than being a 
note-taking application, you can tag contacts 
for every note. That way, whenever they call 
you, bytNotes shows the note that you wrote 
right above the call answer-dismiss area. 
If you also have birthdays of your friends 
synced in Google Contacts, the app will also 
remind you if it’s somebody’s birthday when 
they’re calling you. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTbytN otes 
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KytePhone 



Are you scared to give your smartphone to kids 
just wanting to play a harmless game, fearing 
if they’ll delete an important app or browse 
through your private photos in the process? 
Or maybe you’ve got your kid an Android 
device but don’t want him/her to wander off 
to places you don’t want. With KytePhone, you 
can choose the apps and games they can access 
and set a time limit for each app. They get a 
limited dial-pad where they can only call to 
predefined contacts. You can get a GPS feed of 
their location on their website, and also track 



their activity. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTKytePhone 
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Easy Battery Saver 

< 8 ) 

The perennial problem with smartphones 
has to be the never-sufficient battery life. 

Easy Battery Saver can help you curtail on 
some battery leakage by smartly tweaking 
the phone’s settings. You have presets like 
General, Intelligent, Super and Custom power 
saving modes. It will schedule a shutdown of 
certain features when you shut down, on your 
bed at night that is. It also shows how much 
time can you use the phone for a particular 
activity (like talking, watching a video, or 

listening to audio etc). It also has tutorials to help users conserve battery 
on their phones better. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTEasyBatterySave 
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Quadrant 

< 8 > 


So that new smartphone comes out in the 
market boasting of specs that can break your 
sweat. But numbers and jargon are a marketer’s 
best tools to charm the audience. So, to make 
sure how the phone stacks up in a purely objec- 
tive manner, Quadrant is a free app that can run 
the hardware through a variety of benchmarks 
to prove its mettle. It tests the CPU, memory, 
I/O and 2D/3D performance. It will post its 
findings in a neat bar graph, pitting it against 
popular phones to give you an idea of how good 
^ 01 performs. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTQuadrant 





QuickPic 

(D 

The default photo gallery app in stock 
Android doesn’t have everything you may 
need. And don’t we go berserk clicking 
tons of photos from our smartphone, yes? 
QuickPic is one of the most satisfying 3rd 
party viewers we’ve come across. It lets you 
organize your photos in folders. You can 
hide photos or folders easily; protect them 
with a password. Other than the default 
thumbnail view, there’s also a list view. 
It does basic editing too; like crop, rotate 
and shrink. The app also lets you exclude 
folders while scanning to make the process 


0 more efficient. 

Price: Free 

E L ; 70a Li n k: http://dgit. in/ FTQuickPic 
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Vlingo 

Have an iPhone 4 and felt screwed over that 
you don’t get Siri? Or do you have an Android 
phone that’s yet to get Google Now? Vlingo is 
a 3rd party virtual butler that does things for 
you, by just asking. You can ask it to send text 
messages and emails, update Facebook and 
Twitter statuses, ask for directions, find places 
of interest or restaurants. You can also ask it to 
look up your Calendar or ask it some general 
knowledge questions. It will convert your ques- 
tion into a query, scour the internet and try to 
find a suitable answer. 

Price: Free 

Link: https://bitly.com/FTVlingo El 
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HEALTH AND 
FITNESS 

Not only are mobile devices helping us 
be productive, they’re also looking after 
our well-being. Then again, you can’t 
be the most productive without being 
healthy first, right? 

H ealth is wealth, as they say. And looking at the kind of money 
we’re spending on electronics these days, wealth is the need 
of the hour. Smartphones and tablets have taken upon them- 
selves roles of a variety of standalone devices, making the 
latter irrelevant. To an extent, they’ve also replaced real people who would 
have aided us in our fitness. In these gadgets, there are a bunch of sensors 
that help detect motion, orientation, direction and altitude precisely. This 
data is intelligently used by apps to aid you while you work out and even 
while you sleep. The GPS chip in your phone helps apps keep track of your 
movements, and uses this data to give you a snapshot of your exercise ses- 
sion — say a hike in the mountains or a cycling trip. There are apps that will 
help you exercise, keep a track of your food intake; even motivate you to let 
go of a bad habit. Finally, instead of gorging on junk food, apps can teach 
you how to cook a delicious healthy meal. Saying that you can’t cook is no 
longer an excuse — they have video instructions. What more can one ask for? 

cor* 
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Endomondo Sports Tracker 
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Endomondo is a popular social fitness tracker 
to track your physical activity. It supports 
a truckload of activities that can be moni- 
tored such as running, cycling, kayaking and 
skating. The interface is simply laid out; the 
app (with the help of GPS) tracks the distance, 
time and speed of your workout. It also traces 

® your path on a map. The history will show 

you the high and low points of your activity. 
It’s not just about statistics; it even has audio 
cues that will help keep you motivated. You 
can give or take a challenge with other users 
to make it competitive. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTEndomondo 



Sleep Time 



The Sleep Time app, available for iOS and 
Android, helps you monitor your sleep pat- 
tern. It uses the phone’s accelerometer to 
sense your movements (you must keep it 
near you when in bed). Using a variety of 
algorithms, it will wake you up at the most 
appropriate time. Don’t worry: you can 
set a 30-minute window between which it 
will wake you up, so that you’re not late for 
anything. The app tries to wake you up in 
your light sleep phase, thereby making you 
feel rejoiced and relaxed, instead of cranky 
0iS*H and irritable. 

Price: Free; iOS ?55 

0 L-i® : Link: http://dgit. in/ FTSleepTime 
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LIVESTRONG MyQuit 
Coach Lite 


Smoking is hard to quit. This 
app can help you through those 
trying times. You can make an 
incremental quit plan. Once 
you’ve quit, it will start meas- 
uring how many minutes of life 
and money you’ve saved. It also 
has motivational content should you feel the temptation to light one up. 
As days go by, it recognizes your efforts and gives you badges and awards 
at important milestones. If you’re an Android user, search for QuitNow! 
which works similarly. For Windows Phone users, KickSmoking is a 
gjfcg good free alternative. 

Price: Free 

0 ftfeS Link: http://dgit. in/FTMyQuit 




Workout Trainer 
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Nothing gets fat melting like a good workout 
session. Now, traditionally you’d prob- 
ably need to go to a gym or hire a personal 
trainer but thanks to this app, you’ve got all 
the instructions you’ll need right at home. 
Workout Trainer has dozens of categories 
to choose from to target any particular area 
of your body where you may want to lose 
weight. It has instructional photos and videos 
of how a workout is done and a description 
explaining the how and why — just BYOD 
(Bring Your Own Dumbbells). It will also play 
music from your library in the background. 

Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTWorkout 
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Lose It! 

< 3)®®0 

Good exercise is not enough; what you eat mat- 
ters equally. Lose It! is a simply designed, non- 
intimidating application that helps you keep a 
track of your food intake. Enter your details, how 
much weight you want to lose and by when. It 
keeps a track of consumed carbs, proteins and 
fats, and gives you a heads-up on your calorie 
intake limit. Although there’s a comprehen- 
sive database of food preparations in the app, 
if something you’re eating is not listed, you can 
update the info. 



Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTLoselt 


frails 




If you want to track your 
hiking, biking or jogging 
journeys and plot them on a 
map for later viewing, Trails 
is a good app to have. You 
can chalk out a path on the 
map before your journey, 
and Trails will cache that 
part of the map for offline 

use — very useful in secluded areas with bad network. You can pause 
and resume the app when you want. It records the altitude as well. You 
can export all this data and plot your journey on a computer using 
OpenStreetMaps or popular adventure sites such as everyTrail.com 
an d bikely.com. 

Price: ?220 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTTrail 
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BodBot 
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< 8 )® 

BodBot is a personalized 
trainer app. The content 
isn’t overwhelming — it 
just asks you basic ques- 
tions such as gender, the 
parts of your body that 
need work, amount of 
time you have for workout 
every day, preference of workout location (home or gym etc.) Then, it 
automatically throws up an exercise schedule for you to follow. It also 
has embedded videos to show you exactly how a particular exercise is 
done. If you don’t like a particular type of exercise, BodBot will give you 
an alternative. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTBodBot 
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Food is the one of the keys 
to good health. This app has 
over 6,500 recipes and 1,200 
DIY videos on how to cook a 
recipe. You have vegetarian, 
non-vegetarian, regional 
and even vegan meals. Then 
there’s also a 30-minute 
recipe section. Since Indian 
food can get rich and creamy, there’s a diet section and a calorie measure 
for each dish. You can pose question to experts if you’re confused. Lastly, 
the My Kitchen feature can give you a recipe based on the ingredients 
you have at hand. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ FTSweetSpicy CJ 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND VIDEO 
EDITING 

You don’t need to be a professional 
photographer or own a DSLR to click 
stellar pictures. Your smartphone 
coupled with these apps is all you need 


W ith the rise of smartphones, the one thing that comes to 

us naturally these days is clicking pictures and shooting 
videos. Carrying a pocket camera or a camcorder all 
the time - let alone a bulky DSLR - is quite a pain. 
Smartphones double up as compact cameras eschewing the need for 
yet another gadget. Besides snapping stellar photos and videos, we can 
also edit and share them without needing to switch over to a computer. 
There are many apps designed for the very purpose while on the go. Be it 
at a meeting, a roadside stall or a dinner table; our Generation Y fingers 
are busy instagramming and vine-ing. After downloading over 50 apps 
and clicking innumerable self-portraits and videos, we’ve shortlisted a 
list of useful apps that’ll help you click, tweak and share your favourite 
moments with the world. 
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Snapseed 




For those you suffering from Insta- 
gram fatigue or just looking to do 
more with your pictures, Snapseed 
is the app for you. It was voted as the 
Best Mobile Photo App of 2012 and 

the iPad App of the Year. With its auto-enhancement features, Snapseed 
will turn your average photo into a frame-worthy picture. You know how 
Instagram requires you to resize your photos? Well, Snapseed lets you edit 
your photo without resizing. It also lets you add various effects and edit 
different parts of the picture. Not to forget, it lets you share pictures across 
Twitter, Flickr, Facebook, Tumblr and Foursquare. So click a photo, tweak 
E love it and share it with Snapseed. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/Xc7Hm3 




Vine 



Twitter has taught us to express ourselves 
in 140 characters or less. And now, it has 
acquired Vine, an app that wants us to cap- 
ture life in motion in the form of six- second 
videos. Twitter’s Vine is a mobile service 
that lets you create and share beautiful, 
short, looping videos. The app lets you create and share six-second videos 
by capturing and stitching clips together. Barely a couple of months old, 
Vine already has tons of people creating and sharing amazing art work in 
its community. Not to forget, the app is quick, simple to use and is a great 
tool for sharing moments in a unique way. Although, the app is currently 
available only on iOS, here’s hoping that the fun Vine app will soon make 
its way to other platforms too. If you like quirky and love stop-motion, Vine 
EfrfSS * s an a PP Y ou wou ld n ’t wan t 1° miss out on. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XFpFJA 
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Flickr 
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Before Facebook and Instagram started gnawing 
on the photo- sharing app marketshare, Flickr was 
a favourite amongst shutterbug lovers. From pro- 
fessional photographers to amateurs, Flickr was a 
photo-sharing platform for photographers at dif- 
ferent levels. After many a highs and lows, Flickr 
is back in the game with a mobile app. Unlike Ins- 
tagram, Flickr comes with much fewer limitations 
and the access to a larger photo-loving audience. 
It lets you crop and edit your pictures the way you like them and also add 
various Instagram-esque filters. It lets you tag, label and organize with great 
ease. Flickr lets you share your favourite moments across Twitter, Facebook, 
Foursquare, Tumblr and with the large number of photo and art enthusiasts 
on Flickr; because after all, everyone needs an audience! 

Price: Free 

Link: http:/ /www. flickr. com/mobile 



Camera-)- 

Thanks to its great built-in camera, iPhone has 
always been a favourite amongst photographers. 

Another good reason for photography lovers to buy 
the iPhone would be the Camera+ app. One may even 
argue that the Camera+ for iOS is tough competition 
to iPhone’s default camera. If you’re looking for a 
single app to click, edit and share all your pictures, 

Camera+ is the app to get. It comes with a built-in 
stabilizer to fix shaky pictures, a whopping 6x zoom 
and grids to shoot that perfect picture. Plus, it offers the usual features such 
as filters and front-facing flash. Your edited pictures can be shared across 
Facebook, Twitter and Flickr. 

Price: ?55 

Link: http://campl. us/ 
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Cinemagram 
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If you waste most of your time browsing GIFs 
on Tumblr, you’ll love Cinemagram. For those of 
you who don’t know what GIFS are - they’re a 
hybrid of photos and videos. And Cinemagram 
is an iOS-only app that helps you create these 
moving pictures. How does it work, you ask? 

You start by shooting a short video and turning 
it into an image that has some still elements 
and some moving elements. And voila! You’ve 
created your very own GIF-like image. Cin- 
emagram also gives you the options of vintage 

filters, various effects and the ability to share your clips. If you love 
experimenting with images and all free apps, you should definitely get 
Cinemagram on your iPhone. 




5 ? 



Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XOTJ9s 


Adobe Photoshop Express 


We all know that Photoshop is the king of all 
photo-editing apps. For those you who can’t 
enough of Adobe’s offering, the Adobe Pho- 
toshop Express mobile app is for you. The 
Photoshop Express app lets you crop, adjust 
color, touch up imperfections and straighten 
images. The app also lets you apply filters and 
add text and effects to your pictures. Although 
Photoshop Express is a lightweight version of 
the full program, it suffices with all its basic 
photo-editing features. Plus, you can always buy more filters and effects as 
E 0 in-app purchases. We suggest you get this one for old times’ sake. 
Price: Free 

0 fvEE Link: http://dgit. in/12UlChS 




.COfT 




42 


PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO EDITING 



Blink 
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Blink for Windows 
Phone 8 is a great app 
for capturing the perfect 
shot. If you constantly 
complain about shaky 
and blurry images, 
Blink will fix this for 

you. Blink captures a burst of sequential images, before and after you’ve 
captured your shot. It then lets you select the perfect shot from these series 
of captured shots. Powered by Microsoft’s advanced image stabilization 
technology, the Blink app eliminates the camera shake. Remember, the 
next time your hands get shaky, ensure you get a hold of the Blink app on 
your phone. 

Price: Free 

EaiSl Link: http://dgit.in/X7BLPC 


Viddy 



This app claims to be the Instagram of video 
and its feature-set definitely reflects that. Viddy 
is one of the first few micro video-creating and 
sharing apps. The app essentially lets you capture 
15-second videos and add filters and music to 
your clips. You can even apply vintage filters over 
your videos— just like Instagram does. Viddy is a 
great app for giving your videos a very cinematic 
feel. True to Viddy’s slogan “Capture Life in the 

Moment”, the app lets you capture videos in fleeting moments and share 
them with your friends on social platforms such as Facebook, Twitter 
and Tumblr. Although the app was initially available only on iOS, Viddy 
SSiE is now available for free on Android as well. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/14TvvMu 
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InstaCam 

o 

Missing the retro filters of Instagram on your 
Windows Phone? Well, then just get the Inst- 
aCam app. InstaCam on Windows Phone lets 
you capture, edit and share images. It comes 
with over 25 filters and over 9 different frames. 
The app lets you share your edited pictures on 
Facebook, Twitter and Flickr or via e-mail. In 
fact, InstaCam even lets you access your Insta- 
gram account on your Windows Phone. Need- 
less to say, if you’re looking for a replacement 
of Instagram on Windows Phone, you can’t go 
wrong with InstaCam. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/XfXu6B 





500px 



Thanks to smartphones, being a photographer 
has never been easier. And thanks to apps such 
as Instagram and Flickr, sharing our pictures 
with the world is a snap. Every photographer 
loves an audience and is consistently on a 
lookout for platforms to showcase his/her port- 
folio of pictures. 500px is a photo community 
that helps photographers share, discover, buy 
and sell photographs. With the 500px app, you 
can create your portfolio, organize your photos 
into collections, create slideshows and choose themes and layouts to display 
your collections. It’s a great platform for aspiring and pro photographers 
to discover works by other photographers. With the 500px app on your 
[ ■] ^ [■' mobile phone, you’ll have your very own photo gallery on the go. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/YnshxC 
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Intel Pair & Share 



Transferring pictures and videos from your 
phone to your laptop can be tedious some- 
times. Storage space can also be an issue. The 
free Dropbox account just doesn’t suffice for 
storage. But if you have Windows 7 on your 
PC, the Intel Pair & Share app will solve all 
your media streaming problems. The app 
essentially lets you securely send pictures 
from your Android or iOS device to your PC. 
Using Intel Pair & Share, even your friends 
can connect to your PC with their respective devices for easy sharing and 
media streaming. All you need to do is install the Intel Pair & Share app on 
your Windows 7 PC and device, and stream all your pictures and videos 
S seamlessly on your PC. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/lSkOf9W 



Pixlr-o-matic 



Pixlr-o-matic is a great app for turning your drab, 
boring photos into vintage-looking pictures. 

The free photo-editing app lets you apply filters, 
lighting, overlay effects and frames to your pic- 
tures. The app offers a clean interface and is very 
user-friendly. Once again, unlike Instagram, Pixlr- 
o-matic lets you edit your image without having to 
resize it. There are tons of photo-editing apps out 
there, but Pixlr-o-matic continues to be a favourite 
for the dozens of effects, frames and overlays. So 

if you love editing and sharing vintage photos, Pixlr-o-matic is an app you 
0§UE must not miss out on. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XOZjZw 
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Camera ZOOM FX 


o 



Most smartphones these days come 
with decent cameras. But there are 
tons of apps out there that enable 
your decent camera to click stellar 
pictures. One such app is Camera 

ZOOM FX. It’s one of the best camera and photo-editing apps on Android. 
The app lets you click up to 10 shots per seconds and add instant effects, 
overlays and grids to them. What we absolutely love about Camera Zoom 
FX is that though the app looks extremely professional it’s very simple to 
use. Camera ZOOM FX also offers interesting professional photography 
features such as photo bursts, stable shot, video switch and sound activa- 
E tions that we absolutely loved, 
y Price: ?149.99 

Link: http://dgit.in/llMWTSO 



magisto 


Turn any moment 
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Magisto 



If you love capturing your favourite moments on 
videos, we reckon you get the Magisto app. Mag- 
isto is a free video editing apps that lets you shoot 
videos, edits them automatically and adds music to 
your videos. In a nutshell, Magisto converts your 
average videos into high-quality movies that you 
can share with people around you. The best feature 
of Magisto is that it automatically recognizes the 
best parts of your video and edits them together to 
create that perfect video. Not to forget, it also lets 
you choose from an extensive collection of music - ranging from Gangnam 
Style to Bangarang - to your videos. That, and the fact that it was a winner 
of the 2012 CES Mobile Apps Showdown, makes Magisto a must-have video 
jfi] x| editing app on your mobile, 
a® Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/llMXC3pL J 
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PRODUCTIVITY 

APPS 

Having trouble keeping up with work 
timelines or personal expenses? The 
solution to all such troubles lie in our list 
of productivity apps that’ll make leading 
a prolific life as simple as clicking the 
download button 


C ell phones and the internet have made us procrastinators. It takes 
a single YouTube video or a Whatsapp ping to get us distracted. 
Indeed, playing Angry Birds on the phone is far more appealing 
than working on those boring spreadsheets. The to-do lists are 
often used for doodling. We’re all suddenly insomniacs thanks to those late 
night conversations. On a scale of one to ten, downloading the new episode 
of our favourite sitcom is right at the top and cleaning our cupboards is at 
a staggering 10. We fail to recognize the potential of work we can accom- 
plish using our smart phones. There are tons of productivity apps that will 
motivate you and simplify your life. From calendars, organizers and memos 
to apps that will help you sync and share all your data, we’ve whipped up 
a list of productivity apps that’ll help you stay focused and inspired, and 
certainly get some work done. 
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Google Calendar 
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Now if there’s one app that you need the most on 
your phone to stay on track and get organized, it’s 
the calendar app. If you ask us, Google Calendar 
should be that default calendar on your phone. 

For starters, it’s free, simple to use and easy to 
share. The Google Calendar lets you mark dates, 
reminders and share your monthly plans with 
people in your circle. Tired of paying late fee for 
your mobile phone bills? Worry not, because a 
reminder via Google Calendar will ensure you 
pay your bills on time. It’s a great tool at work 

for scheduling meetings and working on collaborative assignments. Get 
the Google Calendar on your phone to never miss out on things that are 
important to you. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/UrSQUy 
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Although the name’s misleading, Google Drive 
isn’t just your typical cloud storage app. The search 
giant’s popular cloud productivity suite, Google 
Docs, is now covered under the Drive branding. 
The app allows you to create and edit documents 
and spreadsheets that you can collaborate with 
other Drive users. It comes with basic formatting 
options that you’ll find on a typical word processor, 
and spreadsheets that allows multiple sheets, row/ 
column manipulation and formulas. It’s not a full-fledged Office suite, but 
if you want to do basic office productivity live with other people, then it 
03E0 should suffice. 

Price: Free 

0 Link: http://dgit. in/Xld4V0 
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Dropbox: Free(2GB) and 
Premium (100 GB) 
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File-synchronization, data backup and sharing 
used to be a nightmare until cloud-based appli- 
cations happened. And one of the most note- 
worthy cloud-based applications that you can’t 
go wrong with is Dropbox. The app lets you 
sync files between your PC and mobile devices 
seamlessly and store all your files in a single 
folder. Once you have the Dropbox app on your 
mobile, you can access all your files on-the-go, 
even when you’re offline. Dropbox app also 
lets you share your files and data freely with 
friends and family. Effortless synchronization, clean interface, easy acces- 
sibility and safe sharing make Dropbox a must-have productivity app on 

esse your mobile phone. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/WOMVcr 


m 





Astrid Task List/To-Do 



If you’re someone who needs to be motivated 
by friends and family to get tasks done, Astrid 
Task List/To-Do is the app you must get your 
hands on. The app lets you create to-do lists 
and share them with your family and friends. 
The Astrid app helps you keep a track of your 
tasks and sends you reminders and alerts 
regarding your task during the day. The 
highlight of Astrid Task List/To-Do is the 
collaborative list function. It’s the personal 
0S&SH ass i s t an t you’ve always wanted. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/lSkZ8IX 
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Bump 

Two things that we exchange the most on smart 
phones are contact and photos. The digital 
information sharing apps have enabled easy 
and instant sharing of these. As the name sug- 
gest, Bump is an app that enables instant con- 
tact and photo exchange by literally bumping 
two phones together. The Bump app initially 
requires you to “bump” two phones together so 
that only people you know can send content to 
you, or receive content from you. Once you’ve 
Bump’ed, the app lets you swap pictures, con- 
tacts, exchange other multimedia with a fellow 
a Bump user you know 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/Juimjh 




DocScanner 

Gone are the days when you had to rummage 
through piles and piles of papers to find that one 
important document. Scanning apps have made 
going paperless very easy. DocScanner digitizes 
your paper documents into PDF files by scanning 
them through your phone’s in-built camera. Be it 
documents, notes, receipts or even visiting card; 
all it takes is a snap (need not be a perfect snap 
or shot from a straight angle) to create a digital 
record. And the best bit is, DocScanner comes 
with auto-upload to cloud storage services such 
as Evernote, Dropbox, and Google Drive. DocScanner is like a portable 
m\ scanner in your pocket. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/Xfv2Dl 
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Evernote 
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The one app that makes it easy to remember 
all things big and small from your everyday 
life using all your devices is the Evernote. It 
lets you sync all your data, remember things 
you like by letting you click snapshots and save 
favourite web pages for your perusal later. Be 
it collecting data for some research, sharing 
notes with friends or even planning your next 
trip - Evernote will help you with it all. You 
can create notes, take snapshots, creating recordings and even provides 
you with quick access to tags and places. The app deserves a thumbs-up 
for its attractive yet simple design, especially on Android. Evernote is an 
:is all-rounder, free and an awesome app to have on your phone. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/TB3zc9 



Expensify 
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We know how difficult it is for you to leave that 
game of Temple Run 2 and work on taking care 
of your monthly expenses and receipts. Which 
is why, we suggest you get the free Expensify 
app on your phone. Expensify helps track your 
expenses, scan receipts and create expense 
reports using your phone, right as they happen. 

Once downloaded, the app lets you scan all your 

expense receipts and bills. You can add and categorize your expenses on 
the app. Expensify’s SmartScan feature lets you maintain a digital copy of 
all your expense receipts and compile all your expenses into a report. The 
best feature of Expensify is that it’s available for free across iOS, Android, 
Blackberry and Windows Phone. 

Price: Free 

Link: h ttp://dgit. in/Z9SH7b 
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Todoist 

If you’ve been struggling staying organized, 
download the Todoist app right away The 
to-do list and task manager app keeps your 
to-dos in sync across multiple devices. The 
app enables you to get organized by letting 
you create projects and add tasks to them. 

The app lets you add various details to each 
ask like deadline, priority labels and classic 
tick boxes to strike one your task has been 
accomplished. We know that there are tons of 
task manager and to-do list apps aout there. 

But the reason why ToDoist stands out is 
first because it’s free, second it lets you access your tasks online and offline 
and last but most importantly, it’s one of the most clutter-free to-do list 

wsm apps out there. 

Price: Free 

SfjvT’H Link: http://dgit.in/YB2DnW 
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When it comes to accomplishing tasks and targets 
for the month, small steps matter. Small steps like 
accomplishing the tiny tasks everyday. There are 
tons of to-do list apps out there. But Wonderful 
Day ensures that we get our tasks done every day. 
The app helps you set daily goals and tracks their 
progress over a period of time. Wonderful Day 
challenges you by motivating you to not break the 
chain of progress. The app also lets you share a 
goal chart with friends on Twitter via the Won- 
derful Day app. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XWhhSv 
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Unstuck 


“Procrastination is the art of 
keeping up with yesterday” 

— Don Marquis. The saying 
may relate to so many of us 
that it’s not funny anymore. 

There are things we want 
to do, but are waiting for 
god-knows-what-to-happen 
before we actually get us off our butts and DO THEM. Unstuck is an inter- 
esting app that coaches us through our challenges so we lead better lives. 
It has tools and a community backing to launch you out of the trap that our 
mind cages us in. It diagnoses a variety of problems, tells you the category 
EfflE of ‘stuck’ you’re in, and finally suggests how to move forward. 
mm Price: Free 
EfiTSE Link: dgit.in/FTUnstuckZl 
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LOCAL APPS 

We tried over 30 apps to shortlist some 
of the best locally developed apps for use 
within India 


6 


T hink global, act local’ was corporate India’s favourite catch- 
phrase for quite some time. And looks like the Indian app 
developers have followed suit. One of the first things we do 
after buying a smartphone is download apps. And the reason 
behind is that these apps help us stay connected and informed, on-the-go. 
Now, app development is no longer a small-scale industry. Gone are the 
days when Indian apps used to display unimaginative designs and appeal. 
Most Indian app developers today primarily focus on creating apps that 
flaunt good graphic user interface and make life simpler for the average 
Indian. Also, an app is only as good as its functionality, especially if it lets 
you exploit your immediate vicinity to the fullest. Besides there’s a larger 
audience for locally aimed apps. 

Whether it’s locating the nearest coffee shop, stumbling across great 
deals, booking air tickets, movie tickets or even finding out what’s playing 
on your favourite TV channel - there are Indian apps that will address all 
your local needs. So what we essentially have here is a list of the must-have 
Indian apps that’ll help you discover your neighborhood better. 
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Zomato 
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zomato? 


In India, food is considered to be a reflection of 
our culture and ages. No wonder most of us are 
such foodies. The one question that we battle 
almost every time we step out is what/where 
to eat today?’ Thankfully, Zomato.com under- 
stands our problem and has an app to address 
all our food-related dilemmas. The Zomato app 
recommends and helps you search for restau- 
rants within your city. Based on your phone’s GPS 
location, the Zomato app lets you locate eateries 
in the vicinity, check their menus, read customer 
reviews and even make reservations. So next time, just shake your phone and 
S E let Zomato explore the restaurants that will satiate your appetite. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XFx4bZ 



Cleartrip 
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Do you spend most of your time chasing travel 
agents to book flight tickets and make hotel reserva- 
tion? Well, then you must get Cleartrip’s clutter-free 
app on your phone. The app lets you book flight and 
train tickets and make hotel reservations on-the-go. 

Just like the website, the app accepts credit cards, 
debit cards and payment via net banking for your 
reservations. The Cleartrip app is clean, simple 
and user-friendly. In fact, Cleartrip on iOS also 
supports Passbook for your bookings. Not to forget, 

the app’s available free for download on almost all platforms. So what are 
you waiting for? Delete that travel agent’s number right away and switch 
to Cleartrip now! 

Price: Free 

: Link: http://dgit.in/YeTqWg 
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What’s On India 



Couch potatoes will love the What’s On India 
app. What’s On India is your TV guide on your 
phone. With the growing number of TV chan- 
nels, staying in tune with what’s playing on 
what channel can be a pain. The What’s On 
India app tells you what show/movie is playing 
on what channel and at what time, without 
needing you to actually switch the TV on. 
What’s awesome is that this app also lets you set 
email and SMS reminders so that you’ll never 
miss out on a single episode of your favourite 
show. Oh, and before we forget, it’s available 
Iff! j |a| for free across most platforms. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/WzoCxs 
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Gone are the days when you had to spend 
endless hours waiting in queues or on the 
IRCTC website to book railway tickets. With 
the IRCTC mobile app, booking tickets is 
now a walk in the park. All you need to do is 
download the IRCTC mobile app, make your 
bookings and payment and carry some kind 
of identification proof while commuting. Yes, 
you read it right; you don’t even need to carry 
printouts of the ticket. You can now show 
your virtual ticket on your phone and travel 
comfortably. Thanks to the IRCTC mobile app, travelling via Indian Railways 
[I] just got a little classier. 

Price: Free 

G Link: http://dgit.in/HMZ99v 
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The Indian Railways is considered to 
be the most economical mode of long 
distance commute in India. But it’s also 
infamous for delays and at times, seating 
confusion. Which is why you should get 
the Indian Rail Info app on your phone. 
The app shares all the relevant infor- 
mation about the Indian Railways. The 
Indian Rail Info app helps you review 
schedules, check PNR number and 
seat number and upgrades, train fares 
and real-time status of running trains. 
There’s also the much requested feature of fare enquiry. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/Zu9X bl 


Justdial 
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One of the most definitive local search engines, 

Justdial is a common name in every Indian house- 
hold. After being a massive hit online, Justdial 
now extends its services on mobile via its Android 
and iOS app. The Justdial app lets you search 
for local services, businesses and products in 
India. From figuring out ATMs, fuel stations, 
restaurants to hospitals and movies; the Justdial 
app not only helps you discover new businesses 
and services, but also calls them directly from 

the app. The Justdial app provides you with all the functions of its website 
on its mobile app. If you own a business, the Justdial app also provides you 
with an option to list your business for free with it. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/ZUQAQ 
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Burrp 
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The one website that we’ve all used for recom- 
mendations for food, nightlife, beauty, fitness, 
shopping, events and as a movie and TV guide 
would be burrp.com. Our favourite website is 
now available as a free app on our mobile phones. 

With a clean and simple-to-use interface, the 
burrp app offers ratings, phone numbers, 
addresses and directions for various businesses 
and services. One of the best features of the Burrp 
app would be its support of Google Maps inte- 
gration, which makes locating addresses very 

simple. Plus, it’s available for free. Need we say more? 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/WzpeTQ 




BookMyShow 

Besides food, another thing that we natu- 
rally love is movies and entertainment. 
Bookmyshow.com is India’s largest online 
ticket booking websites that lets you book 
tickets for movies, theaters, musicals and 
sports. And thanks to the BookMyShow 
mobile app, you won’t have to switch on 
your PC to book your tickets. The app lets 
you search and find what movie is playing 
at what movie theater and at what time, 
right on your phone. Clean interface, simple 
UI and easy bookings make BookMyShop 
a great app for making those impromptu 
Friday night movie plans. 

Price: Free 

Link: h ttp://dgit. in/14P3 uXG 
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From clothes, shoes, mobile phones to groceries, 
jewelry and dinner deals - we’ve all turned to 
online shopping websites at some point or another. 
It’s safe to say that the e-commerce industry has 
touched almost all spheres of modern day life. 
And the website that recognizes this trend well 
is India’s largest e-commerce giant, Snapdeal. 
com. The Indian e-commerce website’s free app 
on the Android and Windows Phone, allows users 
to access various brands, products, offers and 
services on-the-go. Based on your location, the Snapdeal app tailors a range 
of products and services for its users. The app also lets you make secure 
payments using credit card. And if you love a certain product on the web- 
site, you can share your favourite products or deal on social networking 
websites like Facebook and Twitter. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/12ucOBS 
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AutoMeterFare India 



Wondering if the rickshaw meter reading is accu- 
rate? Worry not because there’s AutoMeterFare India 
app. All it requires is for you to input meter reading 
in kilometers and hit the calculate button to know 
the fare you need to pay. Travelling late? You can 
enable the night time meter surcharge reading. The 
AutoMeterFare India app has quick shortcuts to call 
the relevant authorities directly from the app in case 
you think the auto meter fare is faulty. The app is currently useful for Delhi, 
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chandigarh, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Trivandrum 
and Pune. AutoMeterFare India saves you from being conned. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/VnKZGI 
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TRAVEL APPS 


Vacations are supposed to be fun. 
Thankfully, you’ve got your smartphone 
and our extensive research on travel 
apps. After pronouncing ‘Bonjour’ 
incorrectly over ten times, we’ve finally 
found the best travel apps that will take 
the hassle out of travelling 

G iven an opportunity, wouldn’t we all love to live out of a suit- 
case? The joys of travelling include discovering and exploring 
new places. But discovering and exploring new places also 
involve problems such as language barriers, figuring out 
routes and direction, making itineraries and how can we forget, packing 
all things necessary. But why fret when you’re armed with a smartphone? 
There are a slew of handy travel apps out there to simplify your travel- 
ling endeavors. Be it helping you find eateries, lodging, making travel 
itineraries, meeting new people or simply teaching you how to say ‘hello’ 
in French - our list of must-have travel apps will not only play a great 
virtual tour guide, but also ensure you never get lost. So pack these 
apps with those bags, tie those shoe laces, put on that backpack and go 
explore the road less travelled. 
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Google Maps 

oo© 




When travelling, understanding directions and 
routes is one of the most common problems faced 
by most travelers. This is why we suggest getting 
the Google Maps app on your phone. Google’s web- 
mapping service is one of the most detailed map- 
ping apps out there. It comes with 3D maps, GPS 
navigation, driving, walking, biking and public 
transit directions, and traffic information. Google 
Maps guarantees easy navigation and ensures that 
your cab driver doesn’t take you for a ride, so to speak. The app also syncs 
beautifully with the Zomato app and helps you discover eateries in the 
vicinity. From finding directions to your hotel to discovering flea markets, 
Google Maps provides user-friendly mapping technology and information 
about local businesses, services and products. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XfSrDe 



Couchsurfing 



One of the things we look forward to the most while 
travelling is meeting new people. And thanks to the 
Couchsurfing app, connecting with travel enthusiasts 
and locals across the world has become so simple. 

With the Couchsurfing app, you can find locals who’ll 
be happy to host you while you’re travelling. The app 
lets you search for people to meet with or hosts, send 
requests to surf a couch, message your hosts and new 
acquaintances and check out their profiles to see if 

the people you’re meeting are safe. If you want to spend less time on your 
computer and more time exploring, include the Couchsurfing app on your 
0 0 ph° ne while travelling. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/12RIfl9 
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Anchornote 



Making a travel itinerary just got easier with 
Anchornote. Anchornote is an iOS app that ena- 
bles users to make location-based notes. Simply 
put, it lets you attach notes to geographic loca- 
tions. Anchornote lets you add text, voice and 
photo notes and reminders to any place on your 
travel map. The apps’ geo-fencing ability that 
sends alerts of what exactly you need to see 
at the museum, for example, is quite impres- 
sive. With Anchornote on your phone, you’ll 
never miss out on anything important on your 
IDffi!0 l rave l schedule. 

Price: Free 

Link: //dgit.in/Anchornote 
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Google Translate 



Translation apps are a great tool to have on 
your phone while globe-trotting. They help 
you bridge the language barriers and make 
friends with strangers. There are tons of 
translation apps out there but the one that’s 
consistent and free is Google Translate. With 
the Google Translate app on your phone, you 
can translate text and speech in over 60 lan- 
guages. For those using Google Translate 
on Android, the app offers the interesting 
picture-to-text feature that helps you read 
foreign signboards. The app offers a clean 
and easy-to-use interface, instant translation 


0 0 w ^ e typing and is absolutely free of cost. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/U8f7Xx 
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Google Goggles 
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Discovering new things and places is the 
essence of travelling. We’ve all stumbled 
across paintings, artwork or simple sign- 
boards while travelling and wondered what 
they meant. This is where Google Goggles 
comes in handy. With this app on your phone, 
you can use take a picture of anything that 
catches your eye and start a search. Google 
Googles then looks in its database and helps 
you with vital information regarding your 
search. You can also scan QR codes and bar- 
codes or even just your new friend’s contact 
\m\ card; Google Goggles makes a great on-the-go assistant, 
y Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/VruKuR 


Wi-Fi Finder 



Let’s admit it: travelling isn’t exactly cheap. 
There are all sorts of expenses involved such as 
stay, food and data roaming. Over time, smart- 
phones have enabled us to curb a few of these 
expenses. One such app is the Wi-Fi Finder 
app that helps you avoid data roaming charges 
by scanning for paid and free Wi-Fi hotspots 
in your vicinity. What’s awesome is that the 
Wi-Fi Finder also gives hotspot details, call 
location and directions for the nearest hotspot 
for a secure connection. What’s more, Wi-Fi 
Finder is available for free and works both, 
n online and offline. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/VruZGk 
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Foursquare 
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We’re certain you’ve heard about Foursquare. For 
those of you who haven’t, Foursquare helps you 
search and discover new places in your vicinity 
But mainly, the app lets you check in every time 
you visit a great place, add tips and even recom- 
mend the place to other users - which is why it 
works as a great discovery tool while travelling. 

The Foursquare app personalizes recommenda- 
tions, searches for practically all local services 
and helps you discover insider tips from local 
experts. With the Foursquare app on your mobile 

phone, you can ensure that you’ll never miss out on the most-loved places 
in any city. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/YeQa8h □ 
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WEIRD APPS 

With smartphones come smart apps. But 
every now and then, app developers throw 
surprisingly bizarre and vain apps our 
way Below is a list of some of the weirdest 
apps on the market 

S martphones have changed our lives. With smart applications, our 
mobile phones have made our lives simpler, smarter and a little 
more convenient. There’s no dearth of informative, entertaining, 
gaming and productive apps in the app world. Just when you 
thought you’ve seen it all in the tech sphere, the app developers surprise 
you again. Every now and then, there comes a bizarre app that will make 
you wonder “Is this for real?” Questioning the logic or the purpose behind 
these apps is as futile as trying to eat soup with a fork. From apps that will 
act as your bladder guide and foster virtual cows to the ones that will let 
you pop virtual zits for fun. There are even apps that will talk to you when 
you get lonely - something you may exploit Siri for. But in case you’re not 
crazy enough about Apple products or the iPhone do give these apps a 
spin. What’s amusing is that some of them can be highly addictive. So we 
did our bit of wielding around with these apps, and here’s a list of some of 
the weirdest apps that left us scratching our heads. 
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RunPee 

®0O 




We’ve all had that moment when we’re 
watching our favourite movie and we’re con- 
templating that visit to the washroom. And 
this is because we’re debating if we’ll miss out 
on something important while we’ll be away 
on our business. RunPee is an app that ends 
that internal debate. This crazy app tells you 
the best times you can run and pee during a 
movie. And in case you can’t hold on, each 
pee time gives you a synopsis of what hap- 
pened in the movie while you were gone. Get 
the RunPee app because when you got to go, 
you got to go. 

Price: Free for Windows Phone; iOS & Android ?54.61 
Link: http://dgit.in/WTlDQT 
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you on your 
phone. That’s 

exactly what this quirky news app called Guide does. The Guide app lets 
you choose unusual/quirky anchors like dogs and robots to read out your 
daily dose of news to you. Think of it like running your own news show with 
the anchor (read avatar) of your choice. The Guide app also lets you watch 
the newscast while your quirky anchor continues talking. The Guide app 
is a surefire way of making the daily news news seem a tad more exciting 
to you. Blend everything about the internet, smart devices and TV and sit 
back and enjoy the future of online news. 

Price: Free 



Guide 


Picture a dog 
reading out the 
daily news to 


Link: http://dgit.in/lS6J0K9 
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Magic 8 Ball 




now 

Price: Free 

mm 


If you’re constantly fretting about what the future 
holds for you, this app is not for you. However, if 
you’re the quirky kind, get this one. My Magic 
8 Ball is an app that supposedly tells you about 
your future. Well, it doesn’t really. The app fea- 
tures an image of the Magic 8 ball that offers up 
answers to your questions when you shake your 
phone. No point questioning the logic behind the 
Magic 8 Ball’s answers such as ‘Better not tell you 
My reply is no” or “Yes, Definitely”. 


Link: http://dgit.in/VxW6wZ 


Hello Cow 

Ever so often you come across an inven- 
tion that really has no reason to exist. 

Amongst such an imaginary list you 
could easily add the paid version of 
WinZip, but well that’s another discus- 
sion altogether. What we have in the 
discussion at hand is this nonsensical 
little app called Hello Cow. Hello Cow 
is the one of the silliest apps out there. 

The app features a rather sad looking, 
attention-seeking cow. The app allows 
you to poke your virtual ‘moo’ friend. 

And the best response she’ll have to your poke would be, well, a moo. 
That’s it. Don’t bother asking us about the logic behind this app. Our 
guess is as good as yours. Get this one if you love cows or well, if you’re 
EUftSS just plain weird like us. Children also love this app. 

Price: iOS ?53.44; Android ?54.33 
SfcSS Link: http://dgit.in/VxWlhw 
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Pimple Popper 



Our assumption is that it takes a really 
twisted mind to develop a weird and gross 
app like this one. The name of the app 
tells you exactly what the app does. The 
app allows you to pop a virtual pimple by 
squeezing and pressing it until it purges. To 
make things a little more disturbing, the app 
even has sound effects for cause and effect. 
As disgusting as it may seem, chances are 
that you might get addicted to this Pimple 
Popper app in the same way you’ve been 
mm obsessing over that unwanted zit 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XmL6mT 



on your chin. 




Ugly Meter is absolutely ridiculous, 
wicked and borderline funny at the 
same time. Here’s how the app works 
- It snaps your picture, scans your face 
and rates your ugliness on a scale of 1 to 
10 where 10 is the ugliest and 0 means 
you’re a sexy beast. And that’s not where 
all the nastiness ends. The Ugly Meter 
also has nasty quips to go with your rat- 
ings like, “You’re so hot that you make 
the sun jealous” or “You’re so ugly, you 
could make a glass eye cry”. So why 
should you get the Ugly Meter? Sadistic pleasure is the answer, unless 
you have self-esteem issues to deal with. 

Price: ?54.3 7 

Link: http://dgit.in/WcOhMa 


Ugly Meter 
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This app is a lie. And you’ll only realize that after 
you’re done wasting over 10 minutes shaking your 
phone, hoping that it’ll salvage the dying phone 
battery. But it’s great for fooling your friends. Just 
shake the phone in front of them and claim that the 
Kinetic energy generated by shaking your phone 
is actually charging your battery. The app actually 
has an image of a battery that displays the battery 
rinsing slowly as you shake your phone. Watch your friends all 
awestruck and laugh devilishly in your head. Need we say more? 
Price: Free 


Shake to Charge Battery 


Link: http://dgit.in/l5xkhQ6 


SleeplOl 



TRACK YOUR SLEEP 
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Smartphones can partially be blamed for our 
sleepless nights. Actually the internet is, and 
ever since it’s come to our phones, constant 
pinging, tweeting and late night conversa- 
tions have drastically affected our sleeping 
patterns, leading to far less productivity 
the next morning. What if the smartphone 
itself could help you sleep better? SleeplOl 
is a sleep-tracking mobile application, which 
enables users to track their sleep. While 

we’re happy that it’s productive here’s where it gets all creepy. The app 
also monitors all your tossing and turning in the night and wakes you 
up on a time based on your sleep patterns. SleeplOl is well, SleeplOl. 
The app gives you interesting advice on our sleeping pattern so that you 
always wake refreshed and happy. There are other apps that do this but 
not as comprehensive. 

Price: Free 

% Link: http://dgit.in/l56Kiok 
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PLATFORM 

SPECIFIC 

MUST-HAVES 

Every smartphone OS has something 
unique to offer. In this section, we show 
you how to best exploit each OS 

T here are a handful of mobile operating systems in the market, 
fighting it out amongst themselves to gather more market share. 
Android and iOS are leaders in this sphere. The next two in line 
are platforms that were kings in the pre-iPhone era, who now have 
no choice but to reinvent themselves in their bid to fight for the third spot. 
We’re obviously referring to Microsoft and BlackBerry. Each platform brings 
with it unique capabilities that get people hooked to their smartphones. 
Android, with its open roots, lets developers take wider control of the OS, 
who give you apps that can change your phone inside-out; while iOS attracts 
many developers who create beautiful apps for it. Also, loyalists love their 
consistent design and ease of use. Windows Phone’s tile interface, while 
offering a consistent look and feel, gives useful information to the owner 
by a mere glance at the home screen. But there’s no one OS that does it all. 
Apps mentioned here will mostly not work for other OSes. So take your 
pick — here’s a list of platform-specific must-haves that you must install. 
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ANDROID 



Power Toggles 

<D 


Power Toggles is an app that lets you design 
widgets with toggles of your choice. Toggles 
provide you with one-touch (in most cases, some- 
times two-touch) access to changing a setting 
that otherwise would require a couple of steps 
to change. It can be anything from toggling your 
mobile hotspot, Wi-Fi, LED flashlight, Bluetooth, 
2G/3G, Rotation lock, NFC to display timeout. 
You can have as many Tower Toggles’ widgets 
in multiple homescreens as you’d like. You can 
even put one at the top of your notification bar, 
E ¥-? 0 ^ your phone maker hasn’t put one for you already. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTPowerToggles 



Contact Sync for Facebook 

d> 

All Android phones may not come with Facebook 
contact syncing functionality built-in. For them, 

Contact Sync for Facebook is the answer. This tiny 
app downloads high-resolution display pictures of 
all your Facebook friends. Provided your contact 
names have proper name surname order, it will 
automatically append photos to those contacts. The 
best part is that whenever your friends change their 
profile pictures on Facebook, they automatically 
get updated. If that wasn’t enough, it even appends 
status messages and birthdays to your contacts (this feature may not work 
0^0 on all Android phones). 

Price: Free 

0 Link: http://dgit. in/FTContactSyncFB 
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Monthly Calendar Widget 
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Surprisingly the stock Android widgets don’t 
include a month calendar. The Monthly Calendar 
Widget fills that gap. It’s a monthly view with 
a simple transparent design that you can put 
on one of your home screens for a quick view. 

The two arrows at the top quickly allow you to 
go back and forth between months. Speaking 
of stock widgets missing from Android, those 
time-weather types that were iconic to HTC’s 
Sense UI, are missing these days. Check out Beau- 
tiful Widgets; it may cost a dollar but has a great 

variety of those type of widgets to decorate your home screen with. 
Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTMonthCalWidget 
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AirDroid 


AirDroid is a free app (similar to Sam- 
sung’s Kies Air app for its Galaxy phones) 
that syncs content wirelessly with com- 
puters. Keeping the computer and phone 
connected to the same Wi-Fi network and 
using any web browser, you can access 
phone contacts, read and send text mes- 
sages, manage apps on your phone, 
upload/download files, manage photos, 
music and even ringtones. It even shows 
copied text in a clipboard. File transfers 
are terribly slower compared to using 
a USB cable. Nonetheless, a good app to 
use for small files. 


Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTAirDroid 
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MX Player 

(D 

MX Player is a good 
third-party video player 
that supports most pop- 
ular video formats. It can 
make use of your phone’s 
GPU and multiple cores 
to play them better. MX Player has nifty gestures to let you control 
volume and seek and even brightness. It has a lock button that prevents 
accidentally hitting the back button, quitting from the video. Subtitles 
are supported too. Lastly, the player remembers the position where you 
last left watching, so you can get right back to watching your video from 

EFilE there the next time. 

Price: Free 

B Link: http://dgit. in/FTMXPlayer 



Swiftkey Flow 


O 
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Although stock Android 4.2’s 
keyboard is fairly usable, the 
same can’t be said about custom 
keyboards that some manufac- 
turers slap on. SwiftKey’s claim- 
to-fame was its word prediction 
capability. Its learning algorithms 

make you type less, and simply tap on the relevant option presented above 
the QWERTY. SwiftKey Flow adds the word-tracing feature popularised 
by ‘Swype’, another alternative keyboard app. This comes in handy when 
you’re single-handedly using a giant Android phone screen. The most 
amazing feature yet is that you can keep typing (or swiping) without put- 
ting spaces; it automatically adds them. Finally, there’s Hinglish support 
E K'rvE an< ^ a split-keyboard layout on the tablet version. 

Price: Free Trial 
Link: http://dgit. in/FTSwiftkey 
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LightFlow 

© 


If your Android phone has a multi-color LED 
notification light, then definitely consider 
installing LightFlow. It gives you granular 
control over that LED light. So, you can 
make it blink green for WhatsApp, blue for 
Twitter/FB etc. You can control the rate of 
blinking and color amongst a myriad of other 
settings. So, once you’ve done all the dirty 
work, you know the kind of notification your 
phone is blinking with even before you turn 
the screen on. You can even have a different 
glow for a WhatsApp group message and a 
one-on-one conversation (thus making your 
0^0 phone a little less disruptive). 


HE 



Price: ?138 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTLightFlow 
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As the name suggests, the app uses Android’s 
text-to-speech engine to speak out names of the 
callers. The free version gives you a glimpse 
of what the app can do, but paying ^82 gives 
you access to the following features — you can 
either choose for it to speak the name once, 
before fading into your ringtone, or have it 
speak multiple times. Or do away with the 
ringtone altogether and just have the contact 
name spoken as the ringtone. It can speak for 
all contacts, selected ones or only ones that aren’t in your phonebook. The 
0 0 P a id version also gets rid of the ads. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTTalkingCID 
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Holo Launcher HD 


o 


Android looks so different on every phone that 
sometimes it’s hard to imagine that they all 
have the same OS on the inside. Holo Launcher 
HD gives people using a non-Nexus phone a 
chance to experience the simplistic, elegant 
design language that redefined Android. The 
dock, the familiar app drawer, the folder style 
— it’s all there. The paid version has some other 
goodies that would interest even Nexus users; 
like badges on top of icons (just like iOS) and 
multi-finger gestures. To complete the experi- 
ence, also get Holo Locker — an Android 4.0 Ice 
HfKiH Cream Sandwich styled lock- screen replacement. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTHoloLaunch 



exDialer 

<S> 

T9 dialling was one of the easiest ways to 
call somebody. Just start typing a name on 
the num-pad, and the contact dynamically 
shows up atop. It’s only sad to see that it’s 
not implemented in the stock Android 
dialer. With exDialer, you not only get 
T9-styled contact finding, but also the 
Samsung-styled swipe left over a contact 
to call and swipe right for SMS gestures. It 
can also search for contacts via fields like 
organization, nickname, postal address etc. 
If you get bored of the look, there are themes 

BK'ivH t° c ^ an S e appearance too. 

Price: Free 

0 ATS! Link: http://dgit. in/FTexDialer 
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iOS 


Trillian 
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Despite the surge in instant 
messaging apps like WhatsApp, 
many people still prefer good 
ol’ Google Talk. While Android 
users have Google Talk built- 
in, for iOS we think Trillian is 
a good third-party alternative. 

For one, it has a clean, non-ugly 

design (a rarity in most Gtalk apps for iOS). Other than Gtalk, it lets you 
log into FB, Yahoo, MSN and even ICQ. You can choose your mostly 
spoken to contacts at the beginning, and they permanently show as 
thumbnails on the top of the screen. Moving between multiple chats is 
BftSE as easy as swiping sideways. 

Price: Free 

mms Link: http://dgit. in/FTTrillian 


PlayerXtreme HD 

PlayerXtreme HD supports most popular 
formats such as XviD, DivX and MKV so 
there’s no converting to a compatible file 
format for iOS required. Another good 
thing — there’s no syncing business, just 
use the ‘File Sharing’ menu in iTunes and you can transfer videos from any 
computer. PlayerXtreme HD has in-app purchases that enable features such 
as subtitles and a volume booster. You also have a folder guard to protect 
your videos from prying eyes. While the player is mostly free to download 
on the App Store as part of a “limited offer”, sometimes it is charged to the 

E ft r? 0 * une $2-5. 

Price: Free 

E Link: http://dgit. in/FTPlayerX 
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USB Disk 

m 



iOS doesn’t have a centralised file 
management system. Files are 
encapsulated within their apps. 
USB Disk is a handy third-party 
file manager to have installed. 
Its multiple uses include saving 
files from apps such as Mail or 
Safari for later viewing. Or say 
you want to copy a few files from a friend’s computer on your iPhone or 
iPad, this app can be used in conjunction with the Tile Sharing’ menu 
in iTunes. Since it’s a file manager, you can create folders and organise 
files better. Lastly, it also acts as a viewer for all file formats that the iPad 
supports by default. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTUSBDisk 
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Data Usage 
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Since Android 4.0, there’s an 
option within the Settings menu 
to monitor your mobile internet 
usage. Unfortunately, iOS doesn’t 
have something like this yet. Data 
Usage is an app that monitors not 
only mobile internet but even 
Wi-Fi usage. Initially, it will ask 

you to fill in your billing cycle date and the data plan to which you’re sub- 
scribed. Once it starts monitoring, you get statistical data and projections, 
indicating whether there’s a chance you’ll overuse. It sends out system 
notifications when you reach a certain percentage of usage. If you want a 
0 ftp 0 simpler app, then try Dataman Next. 

Price: ?55 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTData Usage 
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Penultimate __ 

The iPad was designed to be used with ■ 

. PReMGP, 

fingers only, but that didn’t stop accessory 
makers from selling styluses and app devs ^ 

from releasing sketching apps. Penultimate B 
has been a highly recommended app of all 
time. Plus, now it’s free on the App Store 
(was ^275 earlier). The app allows you to 
write and sketch as you please on a blank 
piece of virtual paper. Using Optical Char- 
acter Recognition, it can recognise what 

you’ve handwritten, so you can use the search menu to find stuff. It also 
has a palm detection feature so you can rest your hands on the screen as 
you write, hassle free. 

Price: Free 

Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTPenUltimate 




sTA 


Google Search 

O 

Siri brought a human-like 
approach to voice recognition 
where you could ask a ques- 
tion in spoken English and 
algorithms would figure out the 
context. Although helpful, there 
are times when Siri doesn’t do a 
good job of understanding you 
(especially with our Indian 
accent). Thus, Google Search is a must-have on an iOS device because, for 
one, its voice recognition abilities are better tuned to our native English 
accent. It uses Knowledge Graph to figure out the context in your query 
0 St* 0 an< ^ P resen ^ s relevant information in a card format. 

K&Efl Price: Free 

0 j Li n k: http://dgit. in/FTGoogleSearch 
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People tell us what to see, what to hear and 
what to read. We can’t always remember all 
those recommendations, so we probably make 
notes about it in our phone. Now imagine if 
these notes understood context and appended 
useful information to that plain-jane lists. The 
moment you start typing the name of a movie, 
TV show, app, artist or book, Recall will fetch 
a synopsis of the same. It will also remind you 
later to check out what you’ve saved. Although 
Recall is worth paying for, if you prefer free, 


*50 



alb; 


then give Done Not Done a try. 

Price: ?165 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTRecall 


Google Maps 



After the laughable disappointment that 
was Apple Maps in iOS 6, people are 
much at ease now that Google Maps is 
available from the App Store. Not only 
has Google included all features pre- 
viously reserved for Android, but the 
clean UI design is also sheer pleasure 
to use. The app isn’t cluttered with an 
array of buttons and menus. Other than 
finding directions from Point A to Point 
B, the app supports voice-guided turn- 
by-turn navigation. You also get public 
transport information and live traffic 
FilSHIvl i n f° (currently in major cities of India). 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTiGMaps 
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Fantastical 
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It might seem a little pricey for a Calendaring 
app, but as the name suggests, Fantastical does 
have some unique tricks up its sleeve to delight 
users. Its fast, simple and delicious interface 
is a dream. The Day Ticket shows your list 
of items scheduled, and swiping sideways 
glides between dates. It has a natural language 
engine that understands commands written 
in plain English, and converts them to entries 
in the calendar. You can also use Dictation to 
speak out your request and Fantastical calen- 
dars them in. Last but not the least, it can sync 

with Google Calendar, iCloud, MS Exchange and more, 
g Price: ?275 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTFantastical 
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Gmail 



Using the same simple design elements as 
Google Maps, Gmail for iOS is yet another 
must-have if you’re a user of the email ser- 
vice. It supports up to five accounts and gives 
you those familiar Gmail-specific features 
that we’re used to by now. Stuff like threaded 
conversations, starring emails, labels, auto- 
completing your search query in the search 
box etc. A nice touch in conversation view is 
the display picture (if available), else a big 
bold first letter in the name of the person 
sending the mail. You can attach photos from 



the Gallery within the app itself. 

jj Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTGmail 
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Easy Connect 
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Windows Phone, like iOS, doesn’t have a one- 
touch access to commonly-used settings. And 
since we may toggle these many times a day, 
bringing it down from two clicks to one should 
be appreciated by many. Easy Connect is a free 
app that allows you to put live tile menus such 
as Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, Data Connection (either 
switching it off or toggling between 2G/3G) and 
flight mode. Tapping them directly jumps into the 
respective menu, so the effort of going to Settings 
and seeking out that option in the list is saved. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTEasyConnect 


Weave 


© 


It’s unfortunate that popular content aggregation 
apps such as Flipboard haven’t yet developed a 
version for Windows Phone. Weave is a news 
reader that’s exclusively built for Windows Phones. 

Install it, and it will ask you for your interests. 

Next, you’re presented with tiles of topics you’ve 
chosen. Content floats one after another in a photo - 
headline format, and tapping an item will take you 
to a reading-optimised view of the whole article. 

Notable features include changing fonts and their 

sizes, and the background color between black, white and grey. As Windows 
Phone doesn’t have a rotation lock, Weave thoughtfully has put one in the 
[i] menu itself which should help while reading in bed. 
j Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTWeave 
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Dictionary 

o 

Dictionary for Windows Phone is a minimal- 
istic app that does the job rather well. For one, 
it has offline data to over 1,00,000 words 
and definitions, so it won’t be connecting to 
the internet every now and then. Next, it’s 
pretty fast — start typing a word and it nar- 
rows down to what you’re looking for in the 
blink of an eye. Finally, it has an interesting 
main screen filled with random words that 
are arranged in a way we’d describe as “dis- 
ciplined chaos”. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTDictionary 
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Tasks 

© 

Tasks is a free organ- 
izer app made exclu- 
sively for Windows 
Phone. It serves as a 
benchmark for beau- 
tiful-looking apps 
on the platform. You 
can set a task, add a 
reminder, add priority 
etc. Tasks can be organ- 
ized in categories that you create. A photo or voice memo can also be 
attached to your task. You can also put live tiles of the app on your 
homescreen for quickly glancing through what’s next on your life 
agenda. A few other highlights of this app include syncing with Outlook 
HftiH v ^ a Exchange Server, and even Office 365. 

Price: Free 

E Link: http://dgit. in/FTTasks 
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Although Windows Phone comes built- 
in with Bing Maps, in our experience it 
doesn’t have as many locations plotted 
as good ol’ Google Maps. Unfortunately, 
Google doesn’t a maps app for Microsoft’s 
platform. But that doesn’t mean you’re 
shunned from using it. gMaps is a free app 
on the Windows Phone Store that gives you 
Google mapping data wrapped in a third- 
party layer. You get the usual features such 
as satellite view, traffic and local info etc. 
You may not get voice -guided turn-by-turn 
navigation, but it at least gives you a list 
of directions. For ^110, you can get rid of the ads permanently. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTgMaps 
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Translator 
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Although Google Translate has image recognition 
now, we remember this shown off by Microsoft 
in the Bing Translator app before. With the app, 
you can point your camera to a signboard or a 
restaurant menu and it translates text on the fly. 

Or it can listen to spoken text and serve it to you 
in a language you can understand. The best part 
is that you can download language and phrase 
“books” so that they can be used offline for con- 
verting text and images — a blessing to foreign 

travellers without a data plan. To help you improve the local tongue, it also 
0^0 has a Word of the Day’ tile. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTTranslator 
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EyeEm 
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Windows Phone hasn’t been blessed with Ins- 
tagram yet, but that doesn’t mean you can’t use 
alternatives. EyeEm works on the platform, 
and has 11 different types of photo filters such 
as Vintage, Vanilla, Strawberry etc. that’ll make 
your photos look (ahem) cool. You have a pro- 
file where you can create your feed. “Albums” 
are categorised public folders where users 
can upload their work. Here, you could also 
discover photos by other like-minded people. 

You can also share EyeEm pictures on Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, Four- 
square and Tumblr. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTEyeEm 





PC Remote 


0 


This app converts your phone into a full- 
fledged remote control for your PC. From a 
distance, you can control the mouse pointer 
with all the gestures that Windows 8 sup- 
ports. You can type on your computer 
using the QWERTY on the phone. While 
watching media, you can control volume, 
interact with media playback controls on 
YouTube, Winamp, iTunes, VLC, XBMC, 
Media Player Classic etc. While delivering 
PowerPoint presentations, the app can 
be used to control the slideshow. You can 
remotely shut down, restart, sleep, log out of and even turn off your 
computer monitor. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTPCRemote 
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SkyDrive 

© 


SkyDrive is Microsoft’s cloud storage ser- 
vice, which offers tight integration with the 
Windows Phone platform. For example, you 
can upload photos taken with the camera 
or Office documents to SkyDrive. The app 
allows you to manage your files better on the 
phone itself. You can move, rename, delete, 
take batch actions for the prior three and 
create folders. The app can also generate a 
link for a file that you want to share with 
other people. Since it’s the one place where 
all your content on the cloud is collectively 


0 Sj* 0 shown, you can search for stuff more easily. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTSkyDrive 



IU? 


UC Browser 

® 



Internet Explorer for Windows Phone lacks 
a lot of common, usable elements. Like a 
Forward button for instance, or the ability 
to search using Google. UC Browser is a 
good replacement that fortunately puts 
navigation buttons right at the bottom, and 
switching between tabs is faster thanks to 
its design. Then there’s the incognito mode 
for private browsing sessions. There’s also 
a speed mode for faster access to websites, 
a reader mode and a night mode that dims 
the brightness. There’s a built-in download 

0^0 mana S er an d auto full-screen when in landscape mode. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/ FT UCB ro wser 
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Opera Mini is a good browser to keep handy 
in case you plan to surf full-size websites on 
that tiny BlackBerry screen. Any website 
you load first goes through compression 
via Opera’s servers, thereby loading faster 
(especially useful on a 2G connection). It 
has an easy-to-use interface with a Google 
search bar right next to the address bar and 

a one-click access to your most visited sites. It supports multi-tab browsing, 
has a built-in download manager and can also remember your passwords. 
Last but not the least, it has an overall smooth operation making the browser 
experience better. 

Price: Free 

0 Link: http://dgit. in/FTOperaBB 



Google Maps 



Although Google’s new 
mobile website may not 
show BlackBerry as a choice 
of operating system, there’s 
a way to still get the old 
Google Maps app for your 
BB (click the link and go to 
Google Maps from the list). As the Apple Maps fiasco has shown, Google 
is way ahead of the mapping game than the rest of the crowd. Having 
Google Maps on any phone is nothing but useful — it shows you maps 
with good detail, directions from Point A to Point B, satellite view, traffic 
and points of interest. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/WXTAEo 
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Application Lock 
Free 




Sometimes a friend or 
acquaintance is using your 
phone and you’re worried 
about him snooping through 
an app that you don’t want 
him/her to. Application 
Lock Free is an app that will 
password-protect apps. In case you forget your password, using the 
answer to your secret question, you can reset it. The free version lets 
you lock only one app; buying the app will allow you to lock many. If 
you prefer locking individual files instead of the whole app, try Personal 
Lock Lite. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTAppLock 



Advance OS and LED 





This app has a truckload of features. To 
begin with, you can customize the Black- 
Berry’s LED to blink to your customization 
depending upon the notification. There’s 
battery usage statistics, backup and export 
of contacts. You can use LED as a flash- 
light, make your phone read your mes- 
sages, set a restart schedule for the phone 
and set audible alerts on battery status. It 
ain’t over yet — you can make the phone 

prompt the saving of an unknown number after a phone call, automati- 
cally change your wallpaper and much more. Just give this app a try; it 




■r jJv r Till > i! [ r h 







I 





±J±- 


E 



0 


has so much to offer. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTAdv OSLED 
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DriveSafely 


A lot of road accidents today happen 
because we feel checking our beeping 
phone is more important than paying 
attention to the road. DriveSafely is 
an app that promotes safe driving by 
reading out messages and emails when 
turned on. You can also respond to the 
messages by voice using typical com- 
mands such as asking the phone to repeat 
the message or calling back the sender 
— all while keeping a majority of your 
attention where it should be. 
Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/FTDriveSafe 
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ngpay is a multi-purpose app 
— you can buy train tickets via 
IRCTC and air tickets via pop- 
ular airlines like Jet, Indigo and 
Go Air. If road transportation is 
what you need, it connects with 
all the leading bus operators in 
the country. You can book movie 
tickets at most of the popular 
cinema halls such as PVR, Cin- 
emax, Fame, Big and Fun. With it, you can recharge your mobile or 
DTH connection. To make payments, you must either use credit or 
debit cards. Lastly, you can also buy gadgets, lifestyle products and 
accessories off the app. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/FTngPay EJ 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

APPS 

The app market is filled to the brim 
with some of the most interesting apps 
possible. In our list of Miscellaneous 
Apps, we’ve picked such interesting apps 
that have made their mark and deserve 
your attention 

A pplications have become an integral part of our smart phones. 

From productivity, photography, tools to travel and commu- 
nication; mobile applications have come a long way. But once 
in a while, there comes an interesting app that makes a mark 
on the mind of the users. Be it in terms of its design, functions, features 
or concept; these apps are not only interesting, but also have an inspiring 
impact on our way of life. Now we wouldn’t want you to slog through the 
millions and millions of apps on the app markets. Which is why, we decided 
to jump right in and handpick a bunch of apps that deserve your attention. 
From virtual pinboards, cooking apps to apps that’ll remind you to take your 
medicine - In our list of Miscellaneous Apps, we’ve picked an assortment 
of some of the most interest apps available across various app markets. So 
go on, give them a try, and don’t forget to tell us what you think about them. 
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Pinterest 



Pinterest is a social networking website that 
lets you organize and share all the things 
that you like on the internet. Simply put, it’s 
a virtual pinboard that lets you ‘pin’ images 
and website links in the form of pictures. The 
pinning and browsing on the Pinterest app is 
quite smooth. You can ‘Like’ and ‘Comment’ 
on individual pins. The categories page of the 
Pinterest app lists down all the content on Pin- 
terest, placed under various categories. Your 
Pinterest profile displays all your boards, pins 
and likes. The Pinterest free mobile app lets you 
H fl 0 s ^ n U P f° r f ree or l°gi n via Facebook or Twitter. 

1 r e *■ S rlJE "!■ 

' " n Price: Free 

tz Link: http://dgit.in/XshSjg 
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PiLLboxie 


Considering the crazy lives that we lead, the 
one thing that we often forget is taking our 
medicines. There’s no surprise that there’s an 
app for that too. Pillboxie is an iOS app that 
visually reminds you to take your medicine. To 
make the medication process more interesting, 
the app lets you choose from pill shapes and 
colours. Pillboxie then schedules reminders by 
dropping pills into a pillbox. The app requires 
no network connection to remind you about the 
time you should be taking your medication. 
With Pillboxie on your phone, you’ll never miss 
out on your medication again. 

Price: ?54.3 7 

Link: http://dgit.in/WVJgTM 
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Who would’ve thought that an app could 
actually make you go ‘slwww’: The Live 
Happy app is an interesting approach to 
positivity and is great for those in pursuit 
of happiness. The app makes an attempt 
to making you happy. How does it do 
that? Well, Live Happy offers a happiness- 
boosting program offering a set of daily 
activities and exercises that foster happi- 
ness. The app initially requires you to take 
surveys and based on your answers, the app 
then reveals activities recommended for you. Need we give you a reason to 
0SEB get the Live Happy app and more reasons to be happy? 

(j| Price: ?54.34 

Link: http://dgit.in/13o3Ul3 




Big Oven 

O® 





recipes itevem 


Find a recipe 

Search £50,000 recipea 


Use up leftovers 

Enter Ihrw ingredients, gel ideas' 

Recent raves 
Recently viewed 


Be it your boss, spouse, friend or someone you’re 
just trying to impress - the way to their hearts is 
through the stomach. Which is why, you should 
get the Big Oven app. Big Oven is one of the most 
comprehensive and free food and cooking apps 
out there. Do not bother with those gazillion cook 
books out there because with the Big Oven app on 
your phone, you’re pretty much sorted. Besides 
giving you interesting recipes, the Big Oven also 
gives you ides on using up the leftovers. Plus, it’s 
available for free across Android, iOS and Win- 
dows Phone. Not to forget, the Big Oven was also named as the ‘Reader’s 
SftiB Choice, Best Recipe App’ for 2012. 
irjlqv ■ il1 Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/ WdaSX8 
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TED 



When it comes to inspiring people, TED Talks 
is taking the world by storm. It features talks 
from some of the most fascinating people in the 
world. And the TED app brings all of these inspi- 
rational talks to you every day on your phone. 
The app essentially provides you the access to 
the entire TED Talks library so that you’re moti- 
vated and positive on-the-go. Inspired by a talk 
by someone on TED? The app lets you share 
your favourite TED Talks with your friends too. 
If you’re looking for motivation, look no further, 
saia Just get the TED app and stay inspired. 
Price: Free 

h Link: http://dgit.in/l5yBw3M 





Unstuck 



There are times in life when 
we can’t find a solution to 
our problem. Times when 
even talking to friends and 
family would help us solve 
the issue in hand. And the 
only way of finding a solu- 
tion to such a problem 
would be a little introspection and analyzing the root of the problem. And 
that is when you turn to Unstuck. The Unstuck app helps you diagnose 
your problem and gives you suggestions to find a solution to it. What’s 
awesome is that Unstuck offers a different diagnosis every time. All said 
and done; the Unstuck app is quite reliable and can make a potential 
gjjVQ shrink on your iPad, 
n Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/XoaA3b ED 
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SAFETY APPS 

In a world fraught with all sorts of 
dangers, there are some mobile apps 
which help keep us alert 

D isaster can strike you anywhere — on your city streets, while 
walking or driving down the road and even in the virtual world 
where we house a lot of our critical data. While natural disasters 
can’t be prevented, misadventures with fellow humans can be 
avoided with timely intervention and necessary precautions. Last year’s 
horrifying Delhi rape case has brought to prominence a bunch of personal 
safety related apps for women. With smartphone penetration increasing 
by the day, it makes sense to load relevant applications onto your 24/7 
companion which will keep your close relatives and friends clued into 
your whereabouts. 

Smartphones getting lost is another major concern. You surely don’t 
want unruly elements getting access to your personal email accounts or 
other private data. 

Now we take a look at some must-have mobile applications for your 
phone to protect you on the personal as well as virtual front. These apps will 
help thwart attacks on you and your friends on the streets, safeguard your 
cellphone from thieves and malware and protect you from road accidents. 
This list of apps should be given top priority for download as soon as you 
buy yourself or a friend/family member a new cellphone. 
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Nirbhaya 

The app, named after the symbolic moniker 
given to the deceased Delhi rape victim, 
was launched by Pune-based SmartCloud 
Infotech. In an emergency situation it lets 
you send a distress message to a contact 
group previously specified by you. On the 
home-screen of the app, you have a set of five 
buttons to each of which you assign a group 
of contacts to send a message or call in case 
of an emergency. You can assign different 
groups to different sort of emergencies; for 
instance you can group together local police authorities or hospitals or 
close relatives. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/WFcCut 
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Fightback 



© 



This app was developed by Mahindra Group 
company CanvasM. It allows the user to send 
an SOS message via SMS, email and Facebook at 
the press of a single key. Pushing a central button 
will generate a security alert, which then uses 
communication channels such as SMS, emails 
and Facebook to give out a panic message along 
with the exact location of the user. The user inter- 
face is quite simple and the alert is triggered 
immediately once you press the [fB] button of the app. SMSes and emails 
are quickly sent to the contacts you chose along with your exact location. 
It also keeps a record of all alerts raised on a Google Map anonymously, to 
make you aware of danger areas. 

Price: Free 

i Link: http://dgit.in/Z9HlAd 
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Sentinel Personal Security 




This is an old app but quite relevant in the times 
we live in. It works just like the other SOS apps — 
sending SMSes and making calls to the concerned 
people in case of an emergency, once the app is 
activated. It also has certain non-manual methods 
to send alerts: if the phone is switched off without 
logging out from Sentinel, when the phone goes 
out of coverage area, when the phone battery is 
low and if the phone is forcibly destroyed. The 
user’s last known location is sent via SMS or email 
to his/her well-wishers who can then take the necessary action. 
Price: ?50 


^ Link: http://dgit.in/VZojPE 


Me Against Rape 

<S> 

Android software developers Gunwant 
Battashe (23), engineer Anup Unnikrishanan 
(24) and graphic designer Jayesh Bankar (23) 
from Nashik have developed an Android 
application — Me Against Rape — which is a 
free app to help women in distress. It allows 
you to send a message with your location co- 
ordinates or call the concerned people who’ve 
been registered by the user. It also features a 
spy-mode, which activates video and voice 
recording to act as evidence against localities 
where women come across unruly elements or eve-teasers. Its location 
log feature, when activated, sends across the user’s location co-ordinates 
every 10 minutes, so that the receiving party is always clued in on the 
user’s location. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit. in/ VqtAxb 
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Lookout Security and 
Anti-Virus 

This is a mobile security app, but it goes beyond 
just plain scanning for viruses and malware. 

It has a backup feature that will back up your 
contacts and photographs. The Missing Device 
feature allows you to geo-locate your phone if 
it goes missing. Its Signal Flare feature sends 
an email with the right location of the phone 
when the battery is critically low. An option 
called Scream will activate a loud alarm (even 
when the phone is on silent) if your phone is 
nearby and you can’t find it. Remote wiping and 
locking features are available if you upgrade to the premium account for 
$2.99. If your cellphone has all your critical data, it makes sense to upgrade 
to the premium account. 

Price: Free (Premium account costs $2.99) 

Link: http://dgit.in/12AZueV 






Safely Go 
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There may have been countless number of times 
when you’re driving your car or riding your bike 
and you get a call. It’s not advisable to take your 
eyes off the road to answer that call. The Safely Go 
app will let you drive without any distractions. It 
allows calls only from three VIP contacts and auto- 
matically messages the others that you’re driving. 
It enables calls through your Bluetooth or other 
hands-free device. It also gives you access to three 
apps: music, maps or navigation (by default) and 
any other app you may want active. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/UxzFc9 
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Android Lost 



This is a unique app in the sense that the 
app doesn’t have much in terms of a user 
interface, but it can be controlled from a 
web browser. It has a boatload of remote 
features such as remote locking, making 
the app invisible while still tracking 
the phone, actually installing the app 
after your phone is lost, fetching the 
location details of your phone, taking pictures from the front and rear 
camera, sounding an alarm, remotely activating or deactivating Wi-Fi/ 
Bluetooth/GPS, sending a message to the person who has found your 
phone, remotely erasing SD card as well as peforming a remote phone 
wipe. All this for free! 





Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/YsuHvb 


Find My iPhone 


This is the most renowned app for locating 
missing iOS devices — be it the iPhone, iPad or 
iPod Touch. Using another iOS device, you can 
locate your iPhone and remotely protect your 
data by either locking your phone or erasing all 
your data. It gives you three main options once 
you select the lost iOS device: Play Sound which 
activates an alarm sound; Lost Mode (iOS 6 or 
later) using which you can set a 4-digit pass- 
code to lock your phone or iOS device and Erase 
Device which remotely wipes all data from your 
iPhone or other iOS device. All this while it shows you the location where 
g] your iPhone is lost. 

Price: Free 

Link: http://dgit.in/YB7jdB 
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